-1 |

SECTIONB

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025
THE SANTA FE NEW MEXICAN
r

MY VIEW DANIEL A. BROWN

My father

saw ‘Good

Germans’
In person

fter my father passed away in
AZOOS at age 100, I was surprised

to find in his effects a mimeo-
graphed prograni of the 1946 Nurem-
berg War Crimes Tribunal. This was, of
course, the trial for all the top figures in
the Third Reich who had transformed
Europe into a mass graveyard.

Apparently any officer in the Amer-
ican military (Dad was a major in the
U.S. Army Air Forces doing occupation
duty) could attend. He also sent hun-
dreds of letters to my mother during the
war, including one from March 22,1946,
which recorded his observations of the
trial.

Dad, a clinical psychologist, spent
most of the letter observing the defen-
dants and trying to get inside their
heads. It’s an interesting piece of history,
but what resonated with me was his
final paragraph, as related below.

“The German people are bored with
the whole thing (the trial) They have
no sympathy for these men who prom-
ised them so much and then, worst of
all, lost the war. They are impatient with
the whole affair and want it finished. To
them these men, if they can so be desig-
nated, are not criminals, only breakers
of golden promises. This war, with its
horror and devastation, has taught them
absolutely nothing. Defeat was tough
luck but better huck next time.”

To clarify, the German people now
hated their Nazi overlords, whoin they
had once cheered with tears of joy, not
because of their despicable crimes, but
because they failed to make Germany
great again. His verdict calls to mind

* the stories of the “Good German” who,

when confronted with the reality of the
Holocaust, expressed they had “no idea”
such awful things were taking place.
Many of these folks lived in towns near
the hundreds of concentration camps
dotted across the German countryside.

American troops who liberated these
dites had a drastic yet effective cure for
such myopia. At gunpoint, they forced
the citizens, every man, woman and
child of these nearby towns, onto the
camp’s grounds so they could see, hear
and smell the results of their warped
ideology. Men in three-piece suits and
women in fur coats were then required
to bury the decomposed dead.

Since then, the term “Good German”
has become a phrase to describe anyone
who deliberately turns a blind eye to
atrocities, especially those that are in
plain sight. To be fair, one wonders what
the average citizen could do against
such a fearsome state apparatus, but
others fought back, at substantial risk to
their lives. But the Germans were not
unique. Our recent history has shown
the elements that made Nazi Germany
possible — scapegoating, demonizing,
mass deceit and playing on racist and
nativist fears, can be effective. Look at
the recent election.

~The question, therefore, is whether
the American people in the coming
years will become a version of the
“Good German.” It could be an easy
thing to fall into, especially if what tran-
spires is out of sight and out of mind. If
the millions of immigrant men, women,
children and babies are rounded up
and placed in remote camps, it would
be easy to forget that they are human
beings suffering hardship and terror.

1 believe anyone who deliberately
aids President-elect Donald Trump’s
more odious policies will be harshly
judged, not only by history but by their
own grandchildren, as no different than
those who ratted out Anne Frank. In
short, please don’t become the “Good
German.” People will have no excuses,
no ability to say we had “no idea” of
atrocities happening in our nation.

Daniel A. Brown is a retired teacher,
Southwest landscape painter and writer
living in Santa Fe County.



