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For Reflection: 
 

The grace of God means something like:  
“Here is your life. You might never have been, but you are,  
because the party wouldn’t have been complete without you.  
Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen.  

Don’t be afraid. I am with you. Nothing can ever separate us.  
It’s for you I created the universe. I love you.” 

 
There’s only one catch.  

Like any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours only if you’ll reach out and take it. 
Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift too. 

 
Frederick Buechner (1926 – 2022), Wishful Thinking 

 
 
 

WELCOME TO THE UNITED CHURCH OF SANTA FE! 
We’re glad you’ve joined in worship. Children share in the service through the Baptism and then go to the Children’s Garden. Youth are 
invited to share in worship. If you brought a phone into the Sanctuary, please be sure to turn it completely off. Thank you!  

 
 

WE GATHER 
 
Gathering Music  American Indian Melodies harm. Arthur Farwell 
 

 *Introit  Heleluyan (2x) Muskogee Native American 
 

 
 

Music - ©1989 United Methodist Publishing House. Used by Permission. OneLicense.net #A-711427 
 

Welcoming of Visitors and Sharing of Our Life Together 
 

Breathing in God’s Gifts of Peace, Hope, and Love  
 

Sharing God’s Peace and Regathering Heleluyan (1x) Muskogee Native American 
 

Breathing in God’s Gifts Again 



Call to Worship based on the Creation Stories of Genesis (congregation in bold) 
 

In the beginning, God made the world. 
 Made it and mothered it, shaped it and fathered it,  
 filled it with seeds and signs of fertility,  
 filled it with love and its folk with ability. 
All that is green, blue, deep, and growing, 
 God’s is the hand that created you. 
All that is tender, firm, fragrant, and curious, 
 God’s is the hand that created you. 
All that crawls, flies, swims, walks, or is motionless, 
 God’s is the hand that created you. 
All that speaks, signs, cries, laughs, or keeps silent, 
 God’s is the hand that created you. 
All that suffers, lacks, limps, or longs for an end, 
 God’s is the hand that created you. 
The world belongs to the Lord. 
 The earth and all its people are God’s. 
Let us sing praise to the God of all creation!  

 

 *Hymn 12 I Sing the Mighty Power of God Ellacombe 
 
 

WE PREPARE 
 

 *A Prayer of Invocation from the Tewa Tradition 
 

O our Mother the earth, O our Father the sky: 
Your children are we and we bring you our lives. 
 Then weave for us a garment of brightness. 
 May the warp be the white light of morning, may the weft be the red light of evening.  
 May the fringes be the falling rain, may the border be the standing rainbow. 
Thus weave for us a garment of brightness 
That we may walk fittingly where birds sing,  
 That we may walk fittingly where the grass is green.  
 O our Mother the earth, O our Father the sky.   

 
 *A Time of Silent Prayer and the Assurance of God’s Presence 

 

 *Our Song of Hope Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works Lacquiparle 
 

Grant unto us communion with you, O star abiding One; 
 Come unto us and dwell with us; with you are found the gifts of life. 
Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you. 

 
 

WE SHARE A TIME OF BLESSING 
 
The Sacrament of Baptism  
 

 Word of Introduction 
 

 The Promises of the Parents  
 

 The Promises of the Godparents and Grandparents 
 

  *The Promises of the Congregation  
 

You have heard the promises of these people. Will you who witness this sacrament rejoice to take Augustus 
into your care (even long distance) and will you promise your love, support, and prayers to the one about 
to be baptized and to his family as they live and grow in Christ? 

 With God’s help, we will. 
 

Will you also renew your commitment to all God’s children as you seek to be a community of faith in which 
the Gospel of love and hope is offered to old and young alike? 

 With God’s help, we will. 
 

Finally, as we bless this water of baptism, will you give thanks for God’s gift of water in all ways and  
re-commit yourself to the wise use of this sacred resource for the sake of generations yet to come? 
 With God’s help, we will. 



  *The Prayer over the Water (unison) 
 

Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water that it may be a sign of new life for all of us and 
the seal of your love in the life of this child. Bless by that same spirit, your child and our brother 
Augustus, that he might live and grow in the knowledge and love of you and your people. Bless us as 
well, his family and this church community, and strengthen us in the vows we have made today with 
them, with all your children, and with all the waters of creation. Amen. 

 

  *The Naming and the Sacrament  Augustus Vaughn Stone 
 

  *The Prayer for the Baptized 
 

  *Song 325 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise Stuttgart 
 (Children through the 6th grade are invited to the Children’s Garden.) 
 
 

WE ENGAGE 
 

What Does the Bible Say About . . . Holiness?  
 

Holy Ground Exodus 3:1-5 
 

Moisés (Moses) was keeping el rebaño (the flock) of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led 
su rebaño beyond el disierto (the wilderness), and came to Horeb, la montaña del Dios (the mountain of 
God). There el angel del Señor (the angel of the Lord) appeared to him in a flame de fuego (of fire) out of 
un arbusto (a bush); he looked, y el arbusto was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moisés said, “I 
must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why el arbusto is not burned up.” When El Señor (the 
Lord) saw that he had turned aside to see, Dios called to him out of the bush, “¡Moisés! ¡Moisés!” And he 
said, “Aqui estoy.” (“Here I am.”) Then Dios said, “Come no closer! Remove las sandalias (the sandals) from 
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is tierra sagrada (holy ground).” 

 

Holy Time Exodus 35.2 
 

For seis días (six days) shall work be done, but on the seventh day you shall have un sábado santo (a holy 
sabbath) of solemn rest to the Lord. 

 

Holy Water, Holy Wilderness Gospel of Mark 1:9-11 
 

In those days Jesús came from Nazaret de Galilea and was baptized by Juan in the Jordan River in el disierto 
de judea. And just as he was fuera del agua (coming up out of the water), he saw los cielos (the heavens) 
torn apart y el espíritu (the Spirit) descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “Eres mi 
niño (You are my Child), the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

Dialogue Sermon  
 

 A Time of Silent Reflection 
 

 A Musical Response Within Thy Grace Bradley Ellingboe 
(Text by Gracia Grindal and Lina Sandell) 

 

Hear the good shepherd, hear as He calls us, 
Calls us to follow Him home.  
He came to bring us life in its fullness, 
Life more abundant than we had known. 
 

Thy holy wings, O Savior, spread gently over me, 
And let me rest securely through good and ill in Thee. 
O be my strength and portion, my rock and hiding place, 
And let me live each moment within thy grace. 
 

O let me nestle near thee, within thy downy breast, 
Where I will find sweet comfort and peace within thy nest. 
O close thy wings around me and lead me safely there, 
For I am but a newborn and need thy tender care. 
 

Soon the good shepherd will come from heaven 
Heaven the dwelling we will be giv’n 
In that bright city he will be shining, 
Shining in glory that will not end. 

 

WE RESPOND 
 

Offering Ourselves in Prayer and the Prayer of Our Savior 
 

Gracious God, you who are present in the morning, day, and evening,  
 we thank you for this time of prayer— 
 for sacred silence in the midst of noise,  
 for sacred music in the midst of clamor,  
 for your sacred peace in our lives.   (silence) 



Life-giving God,  
 you have brought us forth from the womb of your being 
 and breathed into us the breath of life. 
 You know us better than we know ourselves. 
 Turn back the outer layers of our lives 
 and look beneath the surface to our hidden inner depths.  
 Help us to be honest with you about our fears and failings. 
 Give us the faith to trust your healing grace.   (silence)  
 

Truth-telling God,  
 you know also the brokenness of this world,  
 you hear the cries of your children and of creation’s suffering.   
  Help us also hear and to change our lives to love this world as you so love.  
   (You are invited to lift the names of peoples and place you hold in prayer.) 

 

Compassionate God,  
 hear all our prayers, spoken and unspoken.  
Remind us always there is more grace in you than fear in us,  
 more wholeness in you than brokenness in us,  
 more life in you than death in us.  
May that grace, healing, and life renew our souls that we might help renew your world. 
 

We pray in the name of the One who showed us  
 your way of life that overcomes our ways of death 
 and who taught us to pray to you with boldness, courage, and trust saying: 

 

(Please pray any version of the Lord’s Prayer.) 

 
 

WE GO OUT IN PEACE 
 

 *Hymn O God, Beyond All Praising (back cover) Thaxton 
 

 *Benediction 
 

 *Musical Benediction Kyrie Eleison (3x) Ukrainian Orthodox Chant 
 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria—To God Alone the Glory! 

 
******* 

 

WELCOME TO THE UNITED CHURCH OF SANTA FE! 
We are glad you have joined us for worship this morning. We hope you’ll also join in the fellowship time after the service. 
If you’re visiting today, we’re glad you’re here! Please take a moment to sign the guest register, too. Again, welcome! 
 

We celebrate the baptism and first birthday of Augustus Vaughn Stone today and welcome his extended family (parents 
Ben and Meredith Stone, aunt Karen Stone, grandparents Elizabeth Arnold Stone, Rich and Juron Gray, Gary and Nan 
Stone). Augustus’ Godparents are Karen Stone and his other aunt Kelley Gray (in absentia). He is also the great-nephew of 
United’s Pastor, Rev. Talitha Arnold. Please take time after the service to extend your greetings and blessings—and also 
join in the “Cupcake Reception.” Please pick up the cupcakes in the Community Room – and then go either to the patio or 
front garden area to enjoy them!  
 

Sharing leadership are the Rev. Talitha Arnold, Senior Minister; Bradley Ellingboe, Director of Music; Jessie Lo, Pianist; 
the Drop-in Choir; Larry Rasmussen and Kathleen Wilson, Liturgists; and Elijah Marquez, Media Coordinator. The Corn 
Blessing banner was created by Judy Thomas, and the new quilt for the Communion Table by Dana Hollifield.  



For the Gathering Music, pianist Jessie Lo chose a series of Native American pieces in celebration of Indian Market 
Weekend. The selections are from American Indian Melodies (harmonized by Arthur Farwell). 
 

 I.  Approach of the Thunder God 
  “Impatiently I await the commands of the god of war.” 
  

 II. The Old Man’s Love Song 
  “With the dawn I seek thee.” 
  

 IV.  Ichibuzzhi 
  “The enemy comes and calls for you, Ichibuzzhi.” 
  

 V.  The Mother’s Vow 
  “Behold! On their mighty pinions flying, 
  They come, the gods come once more 
  Sweeping o’er the land, 
  Sounding their call to me, to me their own. 
  Wa-hi-un! Ye on mighty pinions flying, 
  Look on me here, me your own, 
  Thinking on my vow 
  As ye return once more, Wa-gi-un.” 

 VI. Inketunga’s Thunder Song 
  “Wakonda! They speak to me, my friend; — 
  the weeping ones they speak to me!” 
  

VII. Song of the Ghost Dance 
  “Father, have pity upon me! 
  I am weeping. 
  There is nothing here to satisfy me!” 
  

VIII. Song to the Spirit 
  

 IX. Song of the Leader 
  “I am advancing, I am moving toward you. 
  Behold me, young ones, warriors of the Sioux! 
  Here I stand. Wa-koń-da alone decides the 
  destinies of all.” 

 

 

******** 
 

We Invite Your Offerings 
As you leave the service, we invite you to offer your tithes and gifts in the offering plate by the entrance. Your financial 
support of United makes possible this church’s work in the community and the world.  
 

Children’s Ministry Sunday Mornings 
United’s children and youth tend the Children’s Garden during Sunday worship and learn about God and God’s earth, water, 
air, and creatures. All welcome! (Adult volunteers welcome, too! Please let Talitha Arnold or Kate Murphy know.) 
 
 

Push the Re-Set Button – Small Group Gatherings  
In the pandemic’s third year, our challenge isn’t to pivot but to re-set—our understandings of the call to be God’s 
church. Join with others today at 11:15 or this Tuesday at 7:00 pm (signup at unitedchurchsf@gmail.com).  

 
 

42nd Annual Meeting of the United Church of Santa Fe  
Next Sunday, August 28 at 11:15 am (In-person and Live-streamed) 

Join in—either in person or live-stream via Zoom—the Annual Meeting after worship next Sunday. We’ll give thanks for 
our life and ministry and look to the future. Please register for either in-person or live-stream by noon this Friday, August 26. 
Link: https://youtu.be/WYeIto6M49Y. Copies of the Annual Report available today.   
 

Save the Date! – Ellingboe’s Requiem at United – Sunday, September 11 (2:00 pm) 
Bradley Ellingboe’s Albuquerque chorus, Coro Lux presents his Requiem Sunday, September 11, at United. The performance 
is a remembrance of the 21st anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, as well as a memorial to those we’ve lost to Covid, and other 
recent tragedies. Tickets: $15 for adults, $10 for students, at the door. 
 

LOVE GOD, NEIGHBOR, CREATION  
Outreach Opportunities – Thank you! 

Go online to unitedchurchofsantafe.org or send a check to 1804 Arroyo Chamiso, Santa Fe NM 87505.  
 

Summer Drive for the Food Depot 
The Food Depot supplies schools, shelters, and agencies 
throughout Northern New Mexico with healthy food year-
round. To help, bring any (or all) of these items to the church: 
jumbo-size containers of canned vegetables or fruit, pasta, 
rice for group meals; family-size packages, especially high-
protein foods (dried beans, canned meats, chili con carne, 
soups); baby foods (powdered formula, cereal, jars of baby 
food); diapers. Monetary donations also welcome (memo: 
Food Depot).  
 

Supporting Our Diné/Navajo Brothers and Sisters 
Your financial support for Covid relief work (food and 
cleaning supplies) and masks continue to make a difference. 
Donations are sent to United’s long-time partner, the Good 
Shepherd Episcopal Church, in Fort Defiance, Arizona.  
 

United’s Shelter Dinners Feed Homeless Persons  
and Support Santa Fe Businesses  

Since 2020, United has supported Santa Fe’s homeless 
shelters and local businesses and also kept people safe by 
providing weekly meals from Felipe’s Tacos and “Mucho 
Gourmet” for the Interfaith Shelter and monthly meals for St. 
Elizabeth and Casa Familia. Your donations make it 
possible! (Memo: “Shelter Dinners.”) Thank you! 
 

UKRAINE REFUGEE RELIEF 
Since February, United has raised over $20,000 and 
assembled 450 Church World Service hygiene kits for 
Ukrainian refugees. As the war continues, the need 
continues. You can help with monetary donations to help 
CWS buy supplies (food, diapers, etc.). Also, please spread 
the word to friends, co-workers, neighbors, and family. 
Thank you!  

mailto:unitedchurchsf@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/WYeIto6M49Y
https://www.unitedchurchofsantafe.org/


LOVE CREATION 
 

Care for Creation and Offset Your Carbon Use 
United’s “Carbon Offset Program” helps plant trees and change policies to address climate change. It’s simple to do: Track 
your car mileage and/or plane flight hours and donate through United to NM Interfaith Power and Light and Tree New 
Mexico. Info: unitedchurchofsantafe.org/post/unitedscarbonoffsetprogram. 
 

Compost Collection – It’s a Miracle!  
United contracts with Reunity Resources to turn compostable products (e.g., food waste, meat scraps, etc.) into rich, life-
giving compost. Pick up compostable garbage bags at the church (NO standard plastic bags, please), fill them at home, and 
bring back to put in the green bin by the Children’s Garden. More things in compost bins means less in landfills. Thanks! 
 

 O God, Beyond All Praising Thaxton 
 

 
 

Words and Music - ©1982, 2007 Hope Publishing Company. Contributors: Michael Perry, Gustav T. Holst. 
Used by Permission. OneLicense.net #A-711427 
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