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We promise to live in harmony with all creation 
as stewards of the earth.  

 

From the Covenant of the United Church of Santa Fe (adopted May 25, 1980) 
 

 
 

WE GATHER 
(As you enter the Sanctuary, please turn off your cell phone and enter into a time of silence 

so that you and others can let the music lead us into communion with God’s beauty and power.) 

 
Gathering Music  Deep River  African American Spiritual 
 June – Barcarolle from The Seasons Pyotr Tchaikovsky 
 

United’s Pianist Jessie Lo chose the African American spiritual Deep River to honor Juneteenth, because it is “a song of 
hope and longing, expressing a desire for peace and freedom both in the present and in the afterlife. Through these melodies, 
enslaved persons held on to the hope of survival.” The last selection is June by Pyotr IllyichTchaikovsky, whose paternal 
family was from Ukraine and who spent many summers in his family house in Ukraine. In his composition, The Seasons, 
each month has a corresponding poem from different poets to accompany the music. For June, Tchaikovsky chose 
Barcarolle – by Aleksey Pleshcheyev, a famous poet and political activist.   

Let us go to the shore; 
there the waves will kiss our feet. 
With mysterious sadness 
the stars will shine down on us. 

 

 *Introit  Circle of Life (2x) Marty Haugen 
(*Please rise in body or spirit.) 
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Words of Welcome and Breathing in God’s Spirit of Peace, Hope, and Love   
 

Musical Call to Worship Circle of Life (1x) Marty Haugen 
 

The Call to Worship from Psalm 95 
 

O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
  Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving; 
   let us make a joyful noise to the Lord with songs of praise!  



For the Lord is a great God, 
 and a great Ruler above all gods. 
  In God’s hand are the depths of the earth; 
   the heights of the mountains are God’s also. 
The sea is the Lord’s, made by God, 
 and the dry land, which God’s hands have formed. 
  O come, let us worship and bow down, 
   let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
For the Lord is our God, 
 and we are the people of God’s pasture, and the sheep of God’s hand. 
 

 *Hymn  Morning Has Broken Eleanor Farjeon/Bunessan 
 

Morning has broken like the first morning, blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! Praise for them springing fresh from the Word! 

 

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass. 

 

(As adults and older youth are being seated, children and younger youth are invited to the Children’s Garden.) 

 
 

WE PREPARE 
 
A Prayer of Invocation from the Ute Sacred Tradition 
 

Earth teach us stillness . . . as the grasses are stilled with light. 
Earth teach us suffering . . . as old stones suffer with memory. 
Earth teach us courage . . . as the tree which stands all alone. 
Earth teach us limitation . . . as the ant which crawls on the ground. 
Earth teach us freedom . . . as the eagle which soars in the sky. 
Earth teach us resignation . . . as the leaves which die in the fall. 
Earth teach us regeneration . . . as the seed which rises in the spring. 
Earth teach us to forget ourselves . . . as melted snow forgets its life. 
Earth teach us to remember kindness . . . as dry fields weep with rain. Amen. 

 

A Time of Silence 
 

A Musical Reflection Der Winter from The Seasons Franz Joseph Haydn 
 

Light and Life now wait in anxiousness. 
In heaviness the days pass after the dark of night. 

 

Words of Assurance 
 

 *Hymn of Praise Morning Has Broken  
 

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning! Born of the one light Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, God’s recreation of the new day. 

 
 

WE ENGAGE 
 
The Wisdom of Job Job 12:1-3, 7-8 
 

Then Job answered sus amigos (his friends): 
“No doubt you are the people, 
 and wisdom will die contigo (with you). 
But I have understanding as well as you; 
 I am not inferior (inferior) to you. 
 Quién (Who) does not know such things as these? . . . 
But ask los animales (the animals), and they will teach you; 
 los pájaros (the birds) of the air, and they will tell you; 
ask las plantas (the plants) of the earth, and they will teach you; 
 and los peces del mar (the fish of the sea) will declare to you.” 



The Wisdom of Jesus (del Sermón de la Montaña)  Matthew 6:25-30 
 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about tu vida (your life), what you will eat or what you will drink, or 
about tu cuerpo (your body), what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look los pájaros of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet tu Padre 
celestial (your heavenly Father) los alimenta (feeds them). Are you not of more value than they? And can 
any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about ropa (clothing)? 
Consider los lirios del campo (the lilies of the field), how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
you, even Salomón (Solomon) in all su gloria (his glory) was not clothed like one of these. But if Dios so 
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today y mañana (and tomorrow) is thrown into the oven, will 
he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?” 

 

A Dialogue The Wisdom of Wild Things   
  Rev. Victoria Loorz/Rev. Talitha Arnold  
 

A Musical Response 557 Pray for the Wilderness (1-3) Wilderness 
 
 

WE RESPOND 
 
Offering Ourselves in Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer (a time of silent prayer follows each petition)  
 

Creator God, still creating, we give thanks for the world around us with all its creatures, stones, and plants. 
Help us learn their lessons and seek their truths, so that their path might be ours, and we might live in 
harmony with all creation. May the Earth continue to live. May the heavens above continue to live. May 
the rains continue to dampen the land. May the forests be restored, may the flowers bloom and your people 
live again.  
 

We pray for the waters of the world,  
that they may be restored to health and filled with bountiful life. 
  

We pray for the Earth’s soil, 
that its richness be protected to ensure abundant harvests for all. 
  

We pray for all creatures who share Earth with us, 
that their beauty and diversity will be preserved. 
  

We pray for our brothers and sisters around the world 
who have been and will be directly impacted by the effects of climate change. 
  
We pray for future generations, may they learn from our environmental irresponsibility, 
and be good stewards living simply and in harmony with all your creation. 
  

We pray for all human beings, that we will be filled with a spirit of concern for the future of creation. 
Give us the commitment to bring an end to the exploitation of the Earth’s scarce resources and to live as 
responsible stewards protecting and respecting this gift God has placed in our care. 
  

We pray for wisdom for decision makers around the world, 
that wealthy nations may make amends for the harm they have done to the environment and find creative 
and just solutions to protect all of creation and ensure climate justice. 
  

We pray in the name of the One who saw your love in the grasses of the field and the birds of the air, the 
One who also helps us to see and to pray to you with boldness, courage, and trust saying . . .  

 

(Please pray a version of the Lord’s prayer familiar to you.) 

 
 

WE GO OUT IN PEACE 
 

 *Closing Hymn Light Dawns on a Weary World Rowan and Brindle 
 

Light dawns on a weary world when eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world: the promised day of justice comes. 



[Refrain] 

The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands gush with springs; 
The hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out with joy, and be led forth in peace, 
As all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 

Love grows in a weary world when hungry hearts find bread and children’s dreams are fed.  
Love grows in a weary world; the promised feast of plenty comes. [Refrain] 
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 *Benediction 
 

 *Musical Benediction  
 

Hope blooms in a weary world when creatures, once forlorn, find wilderness reborn. 
Hope blooms in a weary world: the promised green of Eden comes. [Refrain] 

 
******** 

 

WELCOME TO THE UNITED CHURCH!  
We’re glad you’ve joined us for worship this morning and invite you to join in other ministries and programs of the church. 
Please go to our website (unitedchurchofsantafe.org) for more information. Again, welcome!  
 

Today we welcome Rev. Victoria Loorz as our guest in a dialogue in today’s worship. A founder of the “Church of the 
Wild” movement, Rev. Loorz invites us to explore how nature leads us “into the sacred,” that parallels United’s commitment 
as a Desert Faith Church. We also invite you to stay for the Adult Forum after the service to continue the conversation.  
 

Also sharing leadership are Rev. Talitha Arnold, Senior Pastor; Jessie Lo, Pianist; Rebecca Brunette, Soloist; Larry 
Rasmussen, Liturgist; Media Technician Elijah Marquez.  
 

We Invite Your Offerings 
As you leave the service, we invite you to offer your tithes and gifts in the offering plate by the entrance. Your financial 
support of United makes possible this church’s work in the community and the world.  
 

PRAYING IN THE DIRT 
Children’s Ministry Sunday Mornings 

“Inch by inch, row by row, gonna make this garden grow!” That’s what United’s children and youth are doing this summer 
as they tend the Children’s Garden on Sunday mornings during worship and learn about God and God’s earth, water, air, 
and creatures. All welcome! (Adult volunteers welcome, too! Please let Talitha Arnold or Kate Murphy know.) 
 

8:30 OUTDOOR CONTEMPLATIVE COMMUNION OFFERED SUNDAYS 
All are welcome to this half-hour outdoor service through the summer. To help with set-up or other ways, please contact 
Talitha. Spread the word about the service, as it accommodates people who aren’t comfortable in inside groups. Thank you!  
 

3rd of July All Church PICNIC – Next Sunday!  
Next Sunday stay after the 10:00 outdoor service for a new way of doing an old-fashioned All Church Picnic. The church 
will provide drinks, individual packages of chips, and dessert (ice cream sandwiches or drumsticks). You bring your own 
sandwiches, salads, ribs, etc. We’ll have tables and plenty of shade. All welcome! (And please let us know you’re coming—

otherwise the staff will have to eat all the leftover ice cream      .) 
 

ALSO COMING UP THIS WEEK . . . . 
 WED 5:15 pm Church Council 
 THURS  Burritos for the Interfaith Shelter 
  8:00 am Resiliency and Hope Study Group (via Zoom) 
  9:15 am Stewardship and Finance Team and Endowment Committee  
 SUN 8:30 am Outdoor Worship 
  10:00 am Outdoor Worship and Communion and Children’s Ministry  
  11:15 am All Church Picnic 
 

Resiliency and Hope: What Does the Bible Really Say . . About All Kinds of Things?  
Thursdays at 8:00 am – Zoom (please register at unitedchurchsf@gmail.com) 

Join in the exploration of the scriptures for the upcoming Sundays and help inform the sermon      .  
All welcome!  

https://www.unitedchurchofsantafe.org/
mailto:unitedchurchsf@gmail.com


 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
(Youth Minister Kate Murphy: unitedchurch.kate@gmail.com) 

 

JULY LIVE! 2022  
(Thursdays 5:30 to 7:00 pm)  

United’s weekly outdoor evening program includes a simple supper and a lot of fun: 
 

July 7 –  Make a River! 
July 14 – Scavenger Hunt 
July 21 – Bubbles, Bubbles, Bubbles 

 

Come each week or just when you’re in town. Grandchildren and friends always welcome! 
 

Middle and High School Youth  
Thursdays at United (7:15 to 8:30) 

Encourage your kids to join with other United Youth—and friends—for summer fun! 
Led by Kate Murphy and volunteers, they’ll play ice breaker games, then enjoy: 

 

July 7 – Movie Night with Popcorn & Popsicles 
July 14 – Scavenger Hunt (and the final clue is ice cream) 

 
UNITED CHURCH YOUTH GO TO CAMP!  

Thanks to Youth Minister Kate Murphy’s connections to the Rocky Mountain Conference of the United Church of 
Christ, United Youth can go to a camp this summer! Located at La Foret UCC near Colorado Springs, High School 
Camp is July 17 - 23; Middle School Camp is July 10 - 16. Scholarships available.  

 
 
 

Lightning Boy Hoop Dancers 
At United – Friday, July 29—7:00 pm—For All Ages! 

Founded in memory of Valentino “Tzigiwhaeno” Rivera, an 8-year-old Tewa Pueblo boy “who couldn’t stop dancing,” the 
Lightning Boy Hoop Dancers offer a special presentation at United on Friday evening, July 29 at 7:00 pm. All welcome to 
the event that features tribal youth from all around northern New Mexico. The Hoop Dance continues to be known as a 
healing art form and is said to have its origins in the Pueblos of Northern New Mexico. Bring a lawn chair, a friend, and 
enjoy this unique New Mexico offering! You can also pack a picnic supper and come early. It will help if you sign up, 
too :-).  (unitedchurchofsantafe.org) 
 
 
 

What Does the Bible Really Say About . . . ? 
Summer Worship Series 

 

. . . About Freedom? (July 3) 
Hymn Sing Sunday! 

The day before the 4th of July, what better topic than freedom? “For freedom, Christ has set you free,” proclaimed 
the Apostle Paul in his letter to the United Church of Galatia. Yet Jesus also affirmed his Jewish commitment to 
restricting one’s freedom with the commandments to “Love God, Love Neighbor.” We explore the connection 
between freedom and covenant, share Communion, and at 10:00 welcome guitarist Jesse Acker-Johnson. 
 

. . . About Guns? (July 10) 
Technically the Bible doesn’t say anything about guns, since they hadn’t invented yet. But it does make lots of 
references to weapons and the use of weapons. The Bible also has multiple stories about people using violent means 
for different purposes. How do we reconcile those passages with the Bible’s cry for peace or Jesus’ telling a disciple 
to put away his sword? This exploration won’t be easy, but it is crucial for our time. 
 

. . . About Mental Illness and Suicide? (July 17) 
On July 16, a new national phone number for help in a mental health crisis goes into effect: 988. It’s a good Sunday 
to explore the Bible’s understanding of mental illness and suicide. It’s also a good Sunday to consider our 
commitment as a church and individuals to caring for persons afflicted with mental illness and for their loved ones.  
 

. . . About Immigration and Refugees? (July 24) 
“Don’t oppress an immigrant, because you were once immigrants.” (Exodus 32:21) “Leave part of the harvest for 
the poor and the immigrant. . . Accept the immigrant as a citizen.” (Leviticus 19). Many Bible stories are 
immigration stories. How do they inform our ministry as a church—or our policies as a nation. A challenging topic 
for Spanish Market Sunday, given the history of immigration into New Spain, New Mexico, the Southwest, El Norte. 

 

mailto:unitedchurch.kate@gmail.com
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LOVE GOD, NEIGHBOR, CREATION 
That’s what we covenant to do at the United Church of Santa Fe.  

We invite you to join in! Thank you!  
Go online to unitedchurchofsantafe.org or send a check to 1804 Arroyo Chamiso, Santa Fe NM 87505.  

 

 
 

LOVE CREATON! 
 

Care for Creation and Offset Your Carbon Use 
United’s “Carbon Offset Program” helps plant trees and change policies to address climate change. It’s simple to do: Track 
your car mileage and/or plane flight hours and donate through United to NM Interfaith Power and Light and Tree New 
Mexico. Info: unitedchurchofsantafe.org/post/unitedscarbonoffsetprogram. 
 

Compost Collection – It’s a Miracle!  
United contracts with Reunity Resources to turn compostable products (e.g., food waste, meat scraps, etc.) into rich, life-
giving compost. Pick up compostable garbage bags at the church (NO standard plastic bags, please), fill them at home, and 
bring back to put in the green bin by the Children’s Garden. More things in the compost bin means less in the landfill. Info 
at reunityresources.com or call Melanie Lohmann (505-617-0700). Thanks! 
 

42ND BIRTHDAY RAISES OVER $5,000 FOR FIRE RELIEF 
Thanks to the generosity of United members and friends, near and far, over $5,000 was raised to celebrate United’s 42nd 
Birthday for Fire Relief (to be added to the $3,000 already given from United’s reserves). In addition, 20 bags of food, 
water, and hygiene supplies were donated to the Food Depot for those who lost homes and livelihoods. To join in, please 
make a check to United (memo: “Birthday Fire Relief’) or go online at unitedchurchofsantafe.org. Thank you!  

 

 
 

LOVE NEIGHBOR—NEAR AND FAR 
 

Welcome our Afghan Neighbors with a Walk Around Santa Fe 
Saturday, July 9—2:00 pm at Cathedral Park 

(RSVP by Friday noon, July 8) 
Join the Immigration Task Force in welcoming Afghan refugees to Santa Fe on Saturday, July 9 at 2:00 pm. Meet in the 
park beside the Cathedral downtown for a historical walking tour led by our own Victoria Ubben. Wear comfortable shoes 
and bring a chair or blanket. Afterward, we’ll will have “snacks” in the park and time to chat and get to know our new 
friends. Everyone welcome, including children! RSVP is required by Friday noon, July 8 by emailing Avril Ekstrand at 
avrilekstrand@yahoo.com or texting 505-490-8164.  
 

CARING FOR UKRAINE 
Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February, United members and friends have raised over $20,000 and our kids have 
assembled 400+ hygiene kits to be sent to Church World Service for the children, youth and adults who are now refugees 
all around Europe. As the war continues, the need continues, and United continues to welcome monetary donations to be 
sent directly to Church World Service for supplies (food, diapers, etc.). Go to unitedchurchofsantafe.org to donate or bring/send 
a check to the church (memo: Ukrainian people). And spread the word to friends, co-workers, neighbors, and family. 
Thank you! 
 

United’s Shelter Dinners Feed Homeless Persons and Support Santa Fe Businesses  
Early in the pandemic, United committed to continue to support Santa Fe’s homeless shelters and local businesses, while 
also keeping people safe from Covid. Since April 2020, we’ve provided 135 weekly meals from Felipe’s Tacos and “Mucho 
Gourmet” for the Interfaith Shelter and 35 meals each month for both St. Elizabeth & Casa Familia—totaling 14,400 burritos 
and 3,600 sandwich suppers or $95,150. As the pandemic eases, Interfaith only needs 50 burritos weekly from United. We’ll also 
continue the support for St. Elizabeth and Casa Familia. To help underwrite, we welcome your checks or online donations. Please 
memo: “Shelter Dinners.” Thank you – and thank you for your abundant generosity throughout the pandemic.   
 

Supporting Our Diné/Navajo Brothers and Sisters 
Your financial support for Covid relief work (food and cleaning supplies) and masks continue to make a difference. 
Donations are sent to United’s long-time partner, the Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, in Fort Defiance, Arizona.  

https://www.unitedchurchofsantafe.org/
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https://www.reunityresources.com/
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