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PRAYERS FOR THIS TIME 
 
 

For All Facing Great Uncertainty 
 

God of the present moment, 
God who in Jesus stills the storm 

and soothes the frantic heart; 
bring hope and courage to all 

who wait or work in uncertainty. 
Bring hope that you will make them the equal 

of whatever lies ahead. 
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided, 

for your will is health and wholeness 
for your human family and your creation. 

You are God, and we need you. 
 

Adapted from New Zealand Prayer Book 
 
 

A Tewa Prayer  
 

O our Mother Earth, O our Father Sky, 
Your children are we: with tired backs  
we bring you gifts that you love. 
 

Then, weave for us a garment of brightness. 
May the warp be the white light of morning, 
May the weft be the red light of evening. 
May the fringes be the falling rain. 
May the border be the standing rainbow. 
Weave for us a garment of brightness, 
that we may walk fittingly where birds sing, 
where grass is green. 
 

O our Mother Earth, O our Father Sky, 
weave for us! 

 
 

A Summer Prayer for Children 
(and their parents) 

 

Give time for rest, O God, to your child. 
Give time for wonder. Give time for life. Amen. 

 
 

For A Child (any time, any age) 
 

Bendice a tu hijo, Señor, con tu amor,  
con tu esperanza, con tu valor, este día y todos los días. 

(Bless your child, Lord, with your love,  
your hope, your courage, this day and every day.) 
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Dear Friends,  
 

This past Mother’s Day, I opened worship with this “Prayer for 
Mother Earth in a Time of Drought and Fire,” which was based on a 
similar prayer I wrote during the 2011 Las Conchas fire. As wildfires 
continue to devastate creation and communities throughout northern 
New Mexico, may we continue to offer such prayers. 

 

God of all creation, of rain and fire, of ponderosa and piñon, of desert 
and forest, we your people lift our prayers to you. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
For rain in this thirsty land and for hope in this hard time,  
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
For firefighters on the front lines, for pilots and support crews and 
all working night and day to contain devastating fires,   
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
For those who have lost their homes, communities, and livelihoods, 
for the Pueblo peoples and other Native peoples whose homelands 
for generations are now threatened, for all persons who have been 
forced to evacuate or who are still in danger,  
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
For the animals and birds who have also lost their homes to fire,  
for your plants and trees, rivers and lakes, and all creation that is 
suffering because of drought and fire and also because of human 
greed or human carelessness,  
 Lord, hear our prayer.  
For farmers, ranchers, and the people of deeply-rooted rural  
Hispanic and Anglo communities who have lost their history, their 
animals, and the places they call home for centuries,  
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
For the just and wise use of the water you have given us, to be 
gracious stewards of your creation and good neighbors with all 
people,  
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
For the wisdom to conserve and the grace to share the life-giving 
gift of water you have given all of us,  
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
For city councils and church councils, county commissions and 
tribal governments, state authorities and national leaders, to have your 
courage and your vision to make hard decisions for the common 
good,   
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, you who hears the prayers of every heart, hear the 
prayers we lift to you. 

(A time of silent prayer) 
 

Hear all of our prayers, spoken and unspoken. Remind us that you 
are the One who listens and who hears. Help us to be a people who 
also listen and hear—to one another, to our brothers and sisters, to 
all creation. Give us the courage; grant us the wisdom to love one 
another and this earth as you do. We pray in your name. Amen.  

 

 Blessings,  
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Covenant ofCovenant ofCovenant ofCovenant of    

The United Church of Santa FeThe United Church of Santa FeThe United Church of Santa FeThe United Church of Santa Fe    
 

 

In the Lord’s name we gather together 

here in Santa Fe 

to worship and grow in the Christian 

tradition, 

to minister in love to all persons,  

to strive for justice and peace, 

to respond to God’s word. 
 

We celebrate the heritage of Santa Fe 

and give ourselves to its challenges 

and opportunities. 
 

We endeavor to live in harmony with 

all creation as stewards of the earth. 
 

We share in the life and mission of 

the United Church of Christ and of 

Christians everywhere. 
 

To these purposes we unite and 

covenant with God and one another, 

watchful for the guidance  

of the Holy Spirit.  

 Pastor’s Message 
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Worship in June 

The Spirit’s Dreams 
Summer Worship 

 

8:30 Outdoor Service (star�ng June 12) 
10:00 Indoor Service (livestreamed) 

 

“The days are coming,” proclaimed the Prophet Joel, 
when God would “pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and young 
ones shall dream dreams and the old ones have visions.”  

The summer begins with the celebra on of Pentecost—
when God’s Spirit was poured out on the first Chris ans so 
they could dream such dreams and visions. Dreams of a 
world that followed God’s paths of truth and jus ce. Visions 
of God’s way of love that overcomes our ways of death.  

This Pentecost season we explore our forbearers’ ancient 
visions and open ourselves to God’s living Spirit as we look 
to God’s future. We plan to start a simple 8:30 Outdoor  
Service on June 12 (weather and smoke permi-ng), as well 
as con nuing to offer the 10:00 Indoor Service.  

A Cool Blue Pentecost 
June 5 

In the traditional story of the first Pentecost from the 
Acts of the Apostles, God’s Spirit appears as a mighty 
wind and tongues of fire. Given what’s happening in 
New Mexico right now, our Pentecost focuses on other 
manifestations of God’s Spirit throughout the Bible: the 
Spirit that is with us wherever we go (Psalm 139);  
the cleansing waters of Baptism (be it Jesus’ or the 
Ethiopian Eunuch’s); the descending of the dove over 
those waters. Join in this “Cool Blue Pentecost!”  

The Spirit of Wisdom 
June 12 

“Who are we that you should care for us?” asks the 
Psalmist as he or she looks in awe at the moon and stars. 
“God created me before the beginning of the earth . . . 
When God established the heavens, I was there,” says 
the voice of Wisdom in the book of Proverbs. Perhaps 
true wisdom begins when we acknowledge the limits of 
our knowledge and the vastness of God’s creative Spirit.  

Our Need for God’s Spirit 
Father’s Day – June 19 

On the secular holiday of Father’s Day, we welcome 
Subzali Seyam as our guest in a dialogue sermon. Mr. 
Seyam is the father of the Afghan family United is 
helping resettle in Santa Fe. He worked for many 
years for U.S. Special Forces. He and his wife have 
three young daughters, ranging in age from 2 to 8. The 
scriptures for the day include Psalm 42 with its image 
of a deer longing for cool waters and the story of  
Elijah needing God’s Spirit to continue his work  
(I Kings 19)—a story we share with both our Muslim 
and Jewish brothers and sisters. We also welcome the 
Men’s Drop-in Choir.  

The Spirit of Creation  
June 26 

The composer of Psalm 77 is in deep trouble, and so 
he or she cries out to Creator of the deep oceans and 
the high heavens, the crashing thunder and the rains 
that water the thirsty earth. We welcome Victoria 
Loorz, author of “Church of the Wild: How Nature 
Invites Us into the Sacred” for a dialogue sermon.  

The Spirit of Leadership 
July 3 

When the great general Naaman is afflicted with leprosy, 
it is an unnamed servant girl who advises him to seek 
out the Prophet Elisha. When Naaman disdains Elisha’s 
counsel to wash in the River Jordan, it is his servants 
who talk him into it. (II Kings 5:1-14) Who really has 
the true Spirit of true leadership in this story—the 
great general or the servants? A good question to explore 
the Sunday before a national holiday.   



 

 

T his is my first column as Director of Music, and I 
will strive to build upon the level of excellence 

United is known for. The rhythm of choir rehearsal and 
worship life has nearly returned to normal. We had a 
wonderful outpouring of singers on May 1 for Jacquie 
Helin’s last Sunday, going from 16 to 30 singers! The 
choir’s “spring season” ends with Pentecost Sunday 
(June 5) when we also welcome the Andy Kingston 
Trio.  

As we head into summer choir, with more voices 
joining in, choir will be similar to the pre-pandemic 
time. We’ll have three Drop In Choirs this summer: 
June 19, July 17, and August 21.  

For those who are new (or to refresh our memories) 
the Drop In Choir is a Sunday event (with no mid-
week rehearsal). Interested singers show up Sunday 
morning at 9:00; we rehearse an anthem for 30-40 
minutes; and sing it for the 10:00 service. ALL are 
welcome—visitors, guests, regular choir members, 
and those of you who might be interested in knowing 
more about our program. Please mark your calendars 
and come sing! 

I also want to announce a change in staffing. 
We’ve said goodbye to soprano Choral Scholar,  
Gabrielle “Gabby” Dietrich, as her new position as 
Executive Director of the New Mexico chapter of 
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) takes 
much time. We wish her well, and you’ll still see her 
on occasion.  

However, I’m delighted that we’re welcoming—at 
least short term—Dr. Kathleen Wilson as our new 
soprano Choral Scholar! Kathleen recently retired  
after a distinguished career as professional singer,  
professor of voice, and university administrator at 
Florida International University. Having just stepped 
down from a taxing position, she may not wish to sign 
up for a lifetime commitment with the church choir 
just yet, but her professionalism, knowledge, skill, and 
lovely singing will be a blessing to us for the weeks 
and months (and years?) to come. 

 

Brad 
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Music Notes 

Children’s &  
Youth Ministries 

PRAYING IN THE DIRT 
Children’s Garden Starts Sunday, June 5 

“Inch by inch, row by row, gonna make this garden 
grow!” United’s children and youth do just that  
during worship on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, with the 
help of master gardeners like Donna Clark and Nyla 
Rasmussen. Afterward the congregation gathers 
round to bless the brand new garden. The children 
will continue to “pray in the dirt” as they tend the  
garden during summer worship. All welcome!  

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you all for the beautiful service celebrating 
my seventeen years at United! It has been a privilege 
for me to be Music Director for such a music-loving 
congregation, and I cherish the time we have had  
together. Thanks to Talitha, to my colleagues, and to 
the Church Council for putting together a wonderful 
celebratory service two weeks ago. 

And thank you for all your expressions and  
cards of thanks and well wishes; for the wonderful 
proclamation members of the Council read; and for 
the very generous REI gift cards you gave me. 

The congregation at United has taught me so 
much about what it means to be a community and you 
will continue to be my community and to be in my 
heart. Blessings to all of you! 
 

Jacquelyn 

BE THE RIVER NEW 
THURSDAY NIGHT LIVE 2022! 

Thursday Night Live! 
starts Thursday, June 
16 (5:30 to 7:00) for 
all United families 
and guests. “Be the 
River New!” is the 
theme for our weekly 
outdoor evening  
program that includes 
a simple supper,  
projects, worship, games, music (maybe drumming) 
and other activities. We begin mid-June and go 
through mid-August. The program accommodates 
summer schedules as we know families may be  
away some weeks. More information soon, so save 
your Thursdays now! And spread the word—friends 
welcome! For more info, please contact Youth Director 
Kate Murphy (unitedchurch.kate@gmail.com).  

A Note from Jacquelyn Helin 



 

 

 

Congregational Care  
for June 

 

On Call: John Shaffer   (505) 466-4372 
Food: June Yoder   (505) 503-0555 

 

Prayer Chain Keeps Others in Prayer 
 

United has an email prayer chain of people who 
have offered to hold others in prayer, particularly 
in difficult times. If you would like to be part of it, 
please let us know. (unitedchurchsf@gmail.com)  
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CARE AND CONCERN 
PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH AND OUR WORLD 

Prayers of Thanks for:  
� All the firefighters and others who are helping care for creation and for our neighbors throughout New Mexico 

in harm’s way due the fires.  
 

Prayers of New Life for:  
� Our Youth Initiates, their parents, families and mentors, following their “Initiation to Adulthood” service, 

May 15: Ailey Cassidy-Jones, Luci Cassidy-Jones, Makayla Darby, Emily Glover, Nathan Kingston; 
� All our graduates: Katie Bickley, Yale Divinity School; High School: Emily Glover, Sage Academy; 

Madelyn Kingston, New Mexico School for the Arts; José Lain-Straus, Santa Fe Prep; Ethan Manske, St. 
Michael’s High; Tenzing Manske, Minnesota High School; Tijn van der Woude and Tommaso Frabotta, 
Santa Fe High; Middle School: Maya Aalberts, Fayette Street Academy; Derek Darby, El Dorado  
Community School; Bailey Gordon, Santa Fe Waldorf School; Calvin Joyce-Brown, May School; Weston 
Mac Puglisi, Academy for Technology and the Classics; Luke Rand, Rio Grande School; Sasha Smucker, 
Santa Fe Prep; 

� Rev. Roger Knapp, celebrating the 60th Anniversary of both his graduation from Princeton Theological 
Seminary and his Ordination into the ministry of the Presbyterian Church USA.   

 

Prayers of Healing and Hope for: 
� All communities and creation devastated by the wildfires, with prayers for firefighters and all who are 

trying to help; for those who’ve evacuated or are on alert, including Tammie Ortega and John Fowler with 
her mother; Melanie Lohmann, Cindy and Miles Buechler; 

� Helen Natonabah McCabe, mother of Carrie McCabe, grandmother of Denton McCabe, Ella Jones’ sister, 
following a stroke;  

� John Walker, whose older sister died in Scotland; Rebecca Griego, following the passing of her mother; 
the family of Ron and Ruth Barks (former members) following Ron’s death; Dorothy Karayanis and 
friends grieving the loss of her husband Plato; the family and friends of Helenty Homans, whose memorial 
service was in May;  

� Bobbie Smith, continuing her recovery from brain surgery; persons living with cancer and those who love 
and care for them (David Smith, Anna Spalding, and others); 

� Those with memory loss and all who care for them; 
� Cliff Beck, Sandy and Terry Vermillion, Eric Manske’s father, Monsignor Jerome Martinez, and  

others living with neurological conditions; Ed Barker and others living with chronic pain;  
� Individuals and families dealing with mental health issues, including severe depression (If you, a family 

member, friend, or co-worker is struggling emotionally or having a hard time, the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline (1-800-273-8255) provides 24/7, free and confidential support for people in distress, prevention and 
crisis resources for you or your loved ones.); 

� Persons who are imprisoned and those who love them;  
� Persons at senior facilities (Yvonne Fairchild, Natalie Wells, Margo Clark, Linda Dillman, Helen Wagner, 

Karl Ray, Merry and Al Converse; Jere Turner, and others);  
� Persons caring for family members, near and far: Dave Feldt, DiAna Gutierrez, Sam and Molly Elkind, 

Lauren Smith, Pam Homer, Sherry Kelsey, Gloria and Terry Griffin, Sam Gerberding, and others; 
� Families with extended families in other countries Blanca Surgeon and Zulema Zambrano (Honduras), 

Jan and Kitty Jansen (Netherlands), Joohee and Lee Rand (Korea), Eva and Lenz Neuhauser (Austria), 
John Walker (Scotland), Avril and Jim Ekstrand (Ireland), and others;  

� The people of Ukraine, whether in-country or having fled to neighboring countries; immigrant children, 
teenagers, and adults fleeing violence and poverty, seeking refuge in our country (whether from Central 
America, Afghanistan, Yemen, or other countries); policymakers who determine their fate; 

� All victims of gun-violence;  
� Military people and law enforcement officers, including those in our congregation; 
� Prayers for an end to the pandemic. 
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Outreach 

United’s Shelter Dinners Feed Homeless Persons  
and Support Santa Fe Businesses!  

Each week United provides one hundred burritos from 
“Felipe’s Tacos” and thirty-five sandwich suppers 
from Mucho Gourmet for Interfaith Shelter guests. 
Each month, it’s thirty-five suppers for Casa Familia 
and St. Elizabeth guests. Memo: “Shelter Dinner.”  
 
Supporting Our Diné/Navajo Brothers and Sisters 
United Church has a long-standing relationship with 
the Navajo/Diné Nation. Your financial support for 
covid relief work (food and cleaning supplies) and 
masks make a difference! 
 

Cards and Cookies for Hospital Workers! 
Medical personnel, housekeepers, and maintenance 
staff are on the front lines. Show your support with 
cards of support and/or cookies. Drop off at United 
(please list ingredients). We’ll deliver!  

Outreach Opportunities 
Please mail financial donations to United Church, 1804 Arroyo Chamiso, Santa Fe, NM 87505  

or make them online at unitedchurchofsantafe.org. 

LOVE NEIGHBOR LOVE CREATION  

United’s Carbon Offset Program  
Addresses Climate Change 

Track car mileage and/or plane flight hours and donate 
through United to NM Interfaith Power and Light and 
Tree New Mexico. Info at: unitedchurchofsantafe.org/
post/unitedscarbonoffsetprogram. 

 

Many Thanks for “United We Run!”  
from Subzali Seyam and his Family  

 

Dear Pastor Talitha and Congregation of United 
Church, 

Thank you so much for your attention to us. 
We really appreciate your helping. We were in 
bad situation and you give a hand to help us very 
much. Me and my family always keep you in our 
prayers. 

We use the money to help me (Subzali) go to 
work and pay my driver. Without the money it 
would be very difficult for me to work and earn 
money to support my family. We use the money 
for Ramandan for extra treats for the children. 
Thank you so much also from Shazia, my wife, 
for your helping. We feel not like refugees but 
because your help has been so generous. You are 
like a member of our family. The children say 
they had very much fun at the church with the 
dog and the toys. 
 

God always bless you guys, 
The Seyam Family 

KITS FOR UKRAINE 
United children, youth, and adults continue to assemble 
hygiene kits for Church World Service to send to  
refugee camps in countries around Ukraine and also 
in-country. You can support that effort through monetary 
donations and/or supplies (for needed items, go to 
unitedchurchofsantafe.org). To date, we’ve received 
over $20,000 in donations. Volunteers to help assem-
ble or work with children and youth are also needed. 
Donations from people beyond United Church of 
Santa Fe are also welcome, so please pass the word to 
friends, co-workers, neighbors, and family. Thank 
you. (Talitha Arnold, Karen Wilbanks) 

Compost Collection for Creation! 
Deposit compostable products in the green bin. Also, 
pick up compostable garbage bags at the church  
(NO standard plastic bags, please). Questions? Call 
Melanie Lohmann (505-617-0700) or go to reunity 
resources.com. Thanks. 
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Adult Faith Formation 

Sunday Forums—11:15 am 

Blessing the Children’s Garden 
June 5 

During worship on Pentecost Sunday, United’s children 
are invited to “Pray in the Dirt” as they plant their 
Children’s Garden. After worship, adults join the  
children in blessing the seeds and seedlings.  

Planning a Memorial Service  
June 12 

One the best gifts you can give your loved ones is to 
let them know what scriptures, hymns, etc. you would 
like in your memorial service. Join Pastor Talitha  
Arnold for this conversation and a chance to begin  
pre-planning.  

A Father First, a Refugee Second 
June 19 

Subzali Seyam, our guest in worship this Father’s Day, 
is also our guest in the Sunday Forum, to continue the 
conversation about his and his family’s life before and 
after they fled Afghanistan and came to the U.S.  

 

Church of the Wild: From Lament to Hope  
Saturday, June 25 – 10:00 am to 12:30 pm 
Sunday, June 26 – 11:15 (after worship) 

On the last weekend of June, we welcome 
Victoria Loorz, a founder of the “Church of the 
Wild” movement, in a half-day Saturday workshop 
and Sunday’s Forum. Rev. Loorz invites us to 
explore how nature leads us “into the sacred,” an 
understanding that is grounded as well in United’s 

understanding of being a 
Desert Faith Church.  

We hope you’ll set aside 
a few hours for the Saturday 
workshop and for Sunday 
worship and the forum. More 
information and registration 
details forthcoming, but save 
the dates and time now! 
(Larry Rasmussen, Talitha 
Arnold).  

Pretty Good Guys 
Wednesdays, June 8 and 22 (10:30 am) 

All men invited to join in this twice-monthly meeting. 
We’ll gather outside as weather allows and discuss a 
variety of topics depending on the group’s interests. 
(Greg Gaertner, 505-428-8910, greg.gaertner@comcast.net)  

Resiliency and Hope: Strengthening Our Souls 
Thursday Mornings at 8:00 (MDT) on Zoom 

Exercise your mind and your soul every Thursday 
morning by exploring the scripture stories for the  
upcoming Sunday. Join in to deepen your faith and 
share the journey. All welcome! Sign up at united 
churchsf@gmail.com. 

 

WELCOME TO  
NEW UNITED STAFF!  

 

May was a very full month as we continue to rebuild 
United’s staff leadership team. Please welcome the 
following new staff members and keep them in your 
prayers:  
 

 Kate Murphy, Director of Youth Ministries, 
comes to United with extensive experience in 
both Youth Ministry (as the Rocky Mountain 
UCC Conference Counselor and Sr. High Youth 
Director) and education (as a High School 
English teacher for 23 years in AP programs, 
journalism, International Baccalaureate, etc.). 
She’s excited about helping United’s three 
youth programs expand and deepen.  

 Jessie Lo, Pianist, grew up in Taiwan, studied 
piano for several years in Austria, and has 
been a church musician since she was a youth. 
She served as the Pianist and Music Director 
for Eden United Church of Christ in Hayward, 
California for seven years before relocating 
with her family to Santa Fe. She has also 
served on the music staffs of Presbyterian and 
Christian Science congregations. In addition, 
she is concert pianist, performing in ensembles 
and as a soloist. She’s excited to join the  
music and worship staff of United.  

 Maria Navarette, Sunday Custodian and 
Children’s Ministry Assistant, grew up in El 
Salvador and immigrated to the U.S. as a 
young adult. She and her husband have a 
daughter at Capitol High and a son at Cesar 
Chavez Elementary School.  

 

United is blessed to have such fine additions to our 
congregation! 
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The United Church of Santa Fe invites you to join us as we grow in faith and hope. We 
are a part of the United Church of Christ, a progressive and inclusive Christian tradition 
that historically emphasized freedom of thought and belief as well as a commitment to the 
community. As Christians, we are many individual members, each with different gifts to 
offer and contributions to make. We are also one body in Christ, members of one another. 

As an expression of the practice and conviction of this congregation, we declare 
ourselves to be an “open and affirming church,” welcoming people who share a faith 
journey with Christ and who share with us the covenant that binds us together regardless of 
age, gender, race and ethnic background, mental or physical disability, or sexual orientation. 
We welcome you! 
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United (even apart) Church is also United (outdoors and indoors) Church! This summer, 
we’ll continue to offer both the 10:00 am Sunday service in-person indoors and  
also the livestream of the service online (access them on United’s website: 
unitedchurchofsantafe.org. Beginning June 12, we also offer a simple outdoor Sunday 
service at 8:30 am (weather permitting). For the indoor service, please register by noon 
each Friday at unitedchurchofsantafe.org (click “RSVP for in-person services”). Proof of 
vaccination (except if unable to be vaccinated due to age or medical condition) and masks 
required. You can keep your vaccination confirmation on file at the church. Email 
unitedchurchsf@gmail.com for more information.  


