READING BONHOEFFER IN 2025 AMERICA — March 2 session on
Where We Go From Here

Joan Snider

1. We need to find ways to engage with individuals who do not agree with us. The only way we overcome
polarization is by talking to each other, not with the intent to persuade but to understand. One factor that
has fueled the MAGA supporters is the feeling that others are not listening to their fears. As on p. 45 of
Bonhoeffer handout (1st paragraph): "We must learn to regard human beings less in terms of what they
do and neglect to do and more in terms of what they suffer." People have supported the MAGA
movement because they are suffering in some way and nothing will be solved until we recognize that
and listen.

2. That being said, we need to use our own language and reframe the issues, so we are saying what we
value and what we believe rather than being drawn into opposing issues as defined by others. Talking
about how a "nurturant parent" (collaborative/compassionate) model of society benefits all, rather than
merely pushing back against the "strict father" (strongman/patriarchal) model, will help. A good resource
for how to do this is the book Don't Think of an Elephant by George Lakoff (cognitive scientist/linguist
at UC Berkeley).

3. Churches can help by promoting our own values in language that is accessible to all, positive rather than
reactionary. Churches can help individuals learn how to articulate values and can lead the way in
establishing a platform for this kind of learning and discussion. Joining together with the national
denomination and with other denominations is important to maximize impact. Helping the public see
what "Christian" actually means is essential.

4. Churches can also help by keeping us hopeful and helping us limit the expression of anger and despair,
which are not as helpful.

Peter Smith

As | mentioned last Sunday, | do have a project aimed at overturning Trump and the GOP majorities in the
House and the Senate. | am going to put together a list of all the Senate and House seats that are

1) on the ballot in 2026,

2) occupied by Republicans, and

3) were won by 15 points or less the last time they were contested.

I will organize them in priority order re: winning margin: by 1-5% pts, 6-10% pts, and 11-15% pts. And | will
include, if I can get them, the name of the candidate who is challenging the Republican office holder and his/her
campaign address, email, etc. in each district.

There's no way | will have this information by next Sunday. But please tell people what | am doing and that,
when | have it organized, we will notify them by email and I will produce multiple copies of the list and make
them available in the church meeting hall (where the coffee is served).

Olin Dodson

I can say, 'what | am willing to do on my own" is what | am already doing fairly regularly: emailing our three
elected officials in DC and, less often, the SF New Mexican and my city councilperson.

What | would gladly participate in would be a highly structured meeting with other actively involved persons to
hear what they are doing and perhaps gain ideas for myself.



Bruce Turnquist

Actions:
What should churches in Santa Fe do together?

e Continue and expand the idea of sister churches across the divide. An example is the relationship of
Santa Maria De La Paz and the United Church of Santa Fe (stronger once, perhaps making a comeback
recently). Attend one another’s events. Mix our communities, get to know one another.

e -Work together on common causes

e -Give breathing space to one another where we disagree. Try to avoid seeing through a lens of ideology.

What should we as Santa Fe citizens do? What am | willing to undertake on my own? (A work in progress!)

e Be citizens beyond just voting. Attend school and city meetings and speak from the heart about how
people are affected by policy.
Respectfully, make public our advocacy for the Earth and our neighbors, including the most vulnerable
among us (immigrants, people who are trans, ... with a likely increase in the groups of people who will
be vulnerable soon- example, Medicaid and SNAP recipients)
Make coalition with organizations that use responsive approaches and responsible means to advocate for
the vulnerable.
Get out and contribute in ways that you are crossing cultures (volunteering at Food Depot, shelters, other
programs for the unhoused, adult literacy and citizenship programs, schools, ...)
Be sure to look at the person before you (as Christians, Christ in the other), not at some categorization of
the person or pre-conceived notion of the person.

Where do you look for guidance?

e To daily life. The people I meet, the surprises they bring with them. Seeing that most people have a
kindness that only needs to shine out. That said, being cautious. Using discernment. Asking, What is
the situation? When confronted with unkindness or threat, asking: What might this person be suffering?
How are they fearful or discouraged?

What spiritual resources support you? What sermon do you wish you’d heard? What sermons do you wish
you’d not heard?

e The life of the church, being immersed in the fellowship of a spiritual community helps me. I also find
help from a secular group, The Institute on Descriptive Inquiry. Both of these communities ground me
in what is before me, enabling me to work on looking at and being with others as the people they are,
taking me away from bias and blindness to what exists. (Again, working on it.)

e [ wish that I’d heard the Sermon on the Mount. I would have been more hesitant to be there when Jesus
got a bit preachy with the rich young man. I may be too much like him (though not the young part!)

What seeds need to be planted for the resources and wellbeing of future generations?

e For men, counter the horrible modeling of masculinity out there, including that of national leaders, by
genuinely but deliberately showing another way. Following Jesus would help with this. Women and
trans people can help support men to live in this giving way, as they take the freedom to live in their own
ways and become models of their own genders.

e Be careful to regard the person and not the “idea” of the person when with children and youth as well as
when with adults.

e Preserve the stories that become repressed. During this time “history” will be altered by those in power.
Churches and other private institutions may become more important for preserving the histories of those
who are not in power as public institutions are coerced into repressing these.

e Support science, for example, climate science and medical research. These are under attack. Recognize
that there are alternative theories, but that facts are a ground from which to theorize. No alternative
facts, just newly discovered ones, or differently relevant ones. It is important to emphasize this when
educating the young.

e Be careful with language and make evident how people in power are manipulating language.



e Encourage children/youth to engage with people and groups that are not their usual people and groups.
Support institutions which bridge cultural divides.

e Be honest with children and youth. Recognize the perils before us and that they are going to have to live
with what we have given them. Encourage them to be in community with others for friendship, mutual
problem solving, constructive action, and in order to build a strong faith for the future. Churches can be
one such community.

Larry Rasmussen

Hitler and the National Socialists accomplished what has been called a “consensual dictatorship,” named that
because of strong popular support. It included two elections in which the strongest support came from the
majority of Protestants, the “German Christians.” In the U. S., the single most reliable constituency for
President Trump in two elections has been white Christians, evangelical men above all.

What German Christians and white U. S. Christians share is Christian nationalism and a sense of racial
superiority and privilege. My personal resolve is to fight Christian nationalism and white privilege and do so by
taking it to the churches where | can—the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the Holden Village
(Church Renewal) Retreat Center, Zoom classes in which | am a guest, NM Interfaith Power and Light, The
Center for Earth Ethics (Union Seminary), and churches in Santa Fe. Teaching, advocacy, and joining alliances
will be the primary means. Several of these are underway or scheduled.

June Yoder

| am remembering a time shortly following the invasion of Iraq when | joined a prayer choir at our church and |
think this might be a meaningful practice now to help resist the present administration in D.C.

We met for 30 minutes before choir practice on Wednesday evenings. It was open to anyone and regular
attendance wasn't required. 10-15 of us sat in a circle around a candle and each of us would bring a prayer
request concerning the war on a piece of paper. We voluntarily shared our written concern with the group but
didn't need to if we didn't feel so led. We all put our prayer concerns on the table with the candle and then sat in
silence and prayed silently.

Bill Elkjer

Thank you for your excellent study sessions. In "where do we go from here", | have gleaned much from the
Bonhoeffer experience as relatable to our present national (now world) situation. In responding to your
questions, | try to relate to Bonhoeffer but find myself expressing more of my own bias, thoughts, resentment
and anger.

Your first three questions can be linked together as one — What should WE be willing to do, to undertake? We
should add another — What are our representatives willing to do, to undertake?

Some thoughts and suggestions on these questions.

e Actas a concerned bonded entity. Letters and phone calls, etc. are nice but lack much clout. Strong
unified communication and events to all our elected representatives cannot be overlooked. Isolated
letters on our church letterhead are nice but not very productive. A forceful, well documented, yet
honest statement representing our church leadership and its members, sent to our representatives and
press might get the attention we seek. Better yet, have this document witnessed by all local
congregations of all faiths. And include our national mother Church of Christ to participate in this
important document. Why not?



e Don't get caught up in personal, isolated issues or vendetta. Stand for one solitary goal - defeating
Trump and his agenda. Address the big three :1 - democracy vs Fascism, 2 - the possible new world
order and 3 - human and civil rights. All within the structure of our Constitution.

e Avoid being caught up in individual, personal and isolated issues and vendettas , no matter how
extremely important each is.

e That is what helped the Democrats to lose the last election. DIVIDED WE FALL

o abortion

LBGTQ

environment

black lives matter

gun control

immigration

price of eggs

o etc.

e City, county, state and federal elected representatives are doing their best under great pressure and we
must continue to support them for their hard but sometimes thankless jobs. These are new times with
new rules (or NO rules). We, they need to quit being the nice guy, the fall guy. As they say, "Nice guys
finish last." Hey guys, did not you lose that girlfriend in high school because you were the nice guy?

e In other words, play their game - join the bully pulpit. It can be done all within the letter of the law, in
clear conscience and I am sure with Christian principles (Talitha will help us with that one).

e The latest feel-good expressions (strategy) from our fellow Democrats and news anchors is "We're only
in the first (second or third) inning of this ballgame. We've got a long way to go." We've heard that
before. It just means that we're "kicking the can down the road."

0O O OO OO

Where do you look for guidance? Whom do you trust? | don't know. Its not the Democratic Party and its not the
media.

What spiritual resources would support you? What sermon do you wished you'd heard? What sermon do you
wish you'd not heard? | don't know. | am spiritually drained. Where is God? Singing uplifts my soul and me.
Singing the Kyrie at the service end emboldens me to keep on and to have hope for the upcoming week.

What seeds need to be planted for the resources and well being of future generations? Great question, Larry.
Having read and studied the consequences of Hitler's war, that's a hard one to answer. I just don't know.

Ann and Ed Barker

What should churches in Santa Fe do together?
¢ Join together for ecumenical worship or prayer services so that we can reclaim our common faith values
(possibly publicly in the gazebo on the plaza). The downtown churches do something together on Palm
Sunday. These services could focus on immigrant safety, unjustly fired workers, the loss of individual
rights and our democracy.
e Offer sanctuary to those who are threatened. Possibly offer a safe place for people to make contact or
visit one another.

What should we as Santa Fe citizens do?
e Publicly protect and support our immigrants and those unjustly fired workers in our community.

What are you willing to undertake on your own?
e Become informed on how to publicly support immigrants who may be threatened by ICE.
e Regularly patronize immigrant owned or used restaurants or food trucks on Airport Blvd.
e Organize to provide transportation services for threatened people, i.e., take or pick up children from
school.
e Deliver food from Food Depot to families who would not feel safe doing pickup.



Where do you look for guidance? Whom do you trust?
e The mainline churches in our community. Church friends and community.

What spiritual resources would support you? What sermon do you wish you’d heard? What sermon do wish
you’d not heard.

e [’m so glad that I watched the prayer service in the Episcopal Church in Washington D.C. and saw
Rachel Madow’s interview with the Bishop afterward. She was a tiny faithful person with a spine of
steel, an example for us all. I wish that I had not heard any of the “so called” religious portions of
President Trump’s inaugural service.

What seed needs to be planted for the resources and wellbeing of future generations?
e We need to restore DEI as the American Way of Life and way of Christian faith.
e We need to restore and respect relevant history and broaden its presentation in Santa Fe public schools.

Jenna Rode

This is a fine article that discusses a proper response to the fascism response to locate all executive power in the
office of the chancellor/president/king. The article begins with Hitler’s program of Gleichschaltung—alignment/
coordination/bringing into alignment. While it was not in our Bonhoeffer essay, Bonhoeffer discusses
Gleichschaltung in his unfinished work in prison, Ethics, where, along with a verbal portrait of Hitler, he
contrasts Gleichschaltung with Gleichgestaltung, the practice of formation into the life of Christian

discipleship. These are intended as contrasts. But, to our point, the author of the article below sketches the kind
of relationships critical as our response to our President’s consolidation or alignment of executive powers.

https://www.nplusonemag.com/online-only/online-only/the-fork-in-the-
road/?utm source=Sailthru&utm medium=email&utm campaign=Lit%20Hub%20Weekly:%20February%202
2%2C%202025&utm term=lithub weekly master list

Karen Elkjer

| greatly appreciate the opportunity to view the documentary and read Bonhoeffer's account as a basis for
conversation, reflect and especially hear enlightened clarification from Larry.

Since beginning our study on Jan. 12, it is remarkable to view the events that have transpired as a parallel to the
events detailed on our handout "The Ideological Structure of Fascism" - 42 days in 2024 vs. 53 days in 1933 -
where are we headed?

I struggle most with what should be done - as a citizen, a church and a community.

1. Ido think that staying informed (by respected and trusted sources) is imperative. However, immersion
in current affairs can be mentally unhealthy, so keeping restraint and balance is important.
2. With current events as a guide, I think the concept of "5 Calls" as a guide (app to assist in contacting
government representatives) seems a good beginning -
a. Identify issues that are most important personally.
b. Each day, make calls to 5 key legislators on those issues using brief talking points — registering
personal concerns as a constituent.
Taking part in protests, marches, etc.
4. Joining community groups to supply and support those affected within our community.
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James McLelland

Corporate Allies for DEI from Linked-In/ Dr. Ella F. Washington

Adp, Alaska Air, Albertson’s, Apple, Auntie Anne’s Pretzels, B of A, Bath and Body Works, Ben and Jerry, Bjs
Wholesale and Giant, Cinnabon, Cisco, Costco, Cottonelle, Scott, etc, Chase Bank, Digital Credit Union, Delta
Air, Dollar Tree, DSW, EIf Cosmetics, Fidelity, First Citizens, General Mills, Haagen Dazs, Hallmark, Harris
Teeter, HEB, Home Depot, Jamba Juice, Jet Blue, Kimberly-Clark (Kleenex), Kroger, Levi’s, Loews Hotels
and co., Macy’s, Mars, Inc., Mattel, Nordstrom, PNC Bank, Pinterest, Progressive, Publix, Samsung, Sally’s
Beauty Supply, Sephora, Shake Shack, Shell Oil, State Farm, Staples, T.J. Maxx, T-Mobile, Trader Joe’s, Uber,
Ulta Beauty, United Air, Universal Studios, US Bank, Verizon, Volvo, Walgreens, Wegman’s, Westjet

Melanie Lohmann

* What should SFe churches do together?
e Could an Interfaith Network for Social Justice be organized, similar to the Interfaith Network for
Immigrant Justice? to exchange info, lobby, advocate . . .
e Is it time for the Sanctuary Movement to be revived?

* What should SFe citizens do?
e Hold the City accountable to its Sanctuary City status
e Offer assistance/protection to migrants living here, who are currently in the process of applying for
citizenship

* What will I undertake?
¢ Continue working in the Immigration and Refugees Task Force
e Live our benediction: "Have courage, hold onto what is good . . . ."

* | look for guidance in our church community, through worship. And in my '2nd church’, a lesbian, queer,
racially diverse women's Sundance community
-- | trust my friends, progressive churches, their ministers, priests, rabbis; and NPR, PBS, The NY Times

* What spiritual resources would support you?
e Vigils. An open sanctuary or chapel dedicated to prayer for our country and the world
e [ wish I'd heard a sermon on the need for a Palestinian state

* What seeds to plant, to nurture future generations?

Engage youth in faith-based activism

Teach empathy, compassion, tolerance, inclusion, non-violent communication, civil disobedience
Foster the awareness that we are one people, one world

Take time to unplug. Be in nature

Protect the US Constitution, freedom to read, and to love

*Let us all practice St. Francis' prayer:

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, let there be hope;
where there is darkness, Light



