
A SERVICE OF THANKS-SINGING!  
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November 23, 2025 

10:00 A.M. 
 
 

God is already here.  
 
 

For Reflection 
 

If the only prayer you ever pray is “thank you,” 
that would be sufficient. 

 

Meister Eckhart, 12th century Christian mystic 
 
 

WELCOME TO THE UNITED CHURCH OF SANTA FE 
We are glad you have joined us for worship and invite you to stay for fellowship afterward. Preschoolers gather in the Nurture Center. 
If their parents want, they can also be in the “Pray Ground” at the back of the Sanctuary. Older children and youth are invited to share 
in the full service. Please turn off phones or beepers completely to focus on God’s presence in this time. Thank you. Again, welcome! 
 

WE GATHER 
 
Gathering Music   Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring     J.S. Bach/Myra Hess 
       Thanks to God         J. Hultman/Canaan 
 

 *Congregational Introit Heleluyan (2x) Muscogee 
(*Please rise in body and spirit.)  

 

 
Music - ©1989 United Methodist Publishing House. Used by Permission. OneLicense.net #A-711427 

 

Blessing and Sharing of our Life and Ministry 
 

 A Thank You for “BE-ing the Energy!” of Campaign for United 2026  
 

 *Sharing God’s Blessings “Blessings for this blessed day!” 
 

 *Regathering in Song Heleluyan (1x) Muscogee  
 

 Welcoming All and Breathing in God’s Gifts Again 
 

Musical Call to Worship Hear Your People Singing Pepper Choplin 
 

 

The Call to Worship from Psalm 100 
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness! For the Lord is good.  
¡Porque Dios es bueno! 
 ¡Porque Dios es bueno! 
Come into God’s presence with thanksgiving. Enter God’s courts with praise. 
 ¡Porque Dios es bueno! 
God’s love goes from generation to generation.  
 ¡Porque Dios es bueno!  
God has made us and we are God’s. Sing praise! 
 ¡Porque Dios es bueno! 
Let us sing praise to the God of all generations! 
 ¡Porque Dios es bueno! 

 



   *Opening Hymn         422 Come, O Thankful People, Come St. George’s Windsor 
 

 
WE PREPARE 

 
  A Musical Reflection to Prepare for Prayer             Thanks Be to God            James Michael Stevens 
 
  A Prayer Thanksgiving and Invocation  
 

Almighty God our Creator, your generous goodness comes new to us each day.  
 We give you thanks for the beauty of the earth and sky and sea,  
 for richness of mountains and mesas, deserts and rivers, 
 for the abundance of the land and the gathering of its fruits, 
 and for all the other blessings you bestow upon us.  
O God, you who are the giver of all good things,  
 give us this day open hearts and gracious spirits  
 that we might offer to others all that you so freely give.  
 This we pray in your name. Amen.      

 

*A Song of Praise from Zimbabwe Njalo, Njalo (3x) 
(“Njalo” is pronounced “jaolo” and means “always.”) 

 

Njalo, njalo, njalo, njalo. Njalo, njalo njalo njalo. 
Always we pray, always we give, always we bless, always. 
Always we pray, always we give, always we bless, always. 

 
 

WE SING THANKS! 
 
A Word of Introduction 
 

A Song (Psalm) about Singing!  Psalm 96 
 

O sing to the Lord a new song; 
 sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Sing to the Lord, bless God’s name; 
 tell of God’s salvation from day to day.  
Declare God’s glory among the nations, 
 God’s marvelous works among all the peoples.  
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
 God is to be revered above all gods. . . . 
Say among the nations, “The Lord rules over all! 
 The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 
 God will judge the peoples with equity.”  

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  
 let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy  
 before the Lord; for God is coming, 
 for the Lord is coming to judge the earth. 
God will judge the world with righteousness, 
 and the peoples with truth. 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
 
 

 

Sharing our Stories and Songs  
 

 A Song of Thanks from Holland We Gather Together Kremser (Dutch -- 1500’s) 
 

We gather together to ask for God’s blessing, to turn to a wisdom surpassing our own. 
The powers that oppress us, now cease to distress us, 

O God, be present with us, and make your will known. 
 

With voices united our praises we offer, and gladly our song of thanksgiving we raise. 
Our lives now confessing, we pray for thy blessing, 

To you, our Great Redeemer forever be praise! 
        
      Dana Bender, United’s Family Minister       289    Come Forth, O Love Divine   
       Bianco da Siena/Ralph Vaughn Williams 
 

      Bruce Turnquist, Choir member and Children/Youth Ministry Team 
        476    How Can I Keep From Singing (1-2, 4)          Robert Lowry 
 
      Talitha Arnold   28         For the Beauty of the Earth        Folliott S. Pierpoint/Conrad Kocher 
 

             Silent Reflection 



 

Offering Ourselves in a Prayer from the Lakota Tradition  
 

O great and kind Spirit, you have always been and before you nothing has been. There is no one to pray to 
but you. The star nations all over the heavens are yours, and yours are the grasses of the earth. You are 
older than all need, older than all pain and prayer.  
 Lord of all, to you we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise! 
 

O great and kind Spirit, all over the world, the faces of the living ones are alike. With tenderness they have 
come out of the earth from which you give us food. Look on your children. With children in their arms, 
they face the wind and walk the red road to the day of quiet.  
 Lord of all, to you we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise! 
 

O great and kind Spirit, fill us with light. Give us strength to understand and eyes to see deeply. Teach us 
to walk on soft earth as relatives to all that live. Help us! Without you, we are nothing.  
 Lord of all, to you we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise! 
 

Make our spirits one with yours, Great Spirit. Help us to know, like the soaring eagle, the heights of 
knowledge. From the Four Directions, fill us with the four virtues of fortitude, generosity, respect and 
wisdom, so that we will help our people walk in the path of understanding and peace.  
 Lord of all, to you we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise! 
 

Finally, great and kind Spirit, help us always to return our thanks to you.  
 

(a time of silent prayer) 
 

All this we offer in the name of Jesus Christ, who showed us your love and who taught us to pray to you 
with boldness, courage, and trust saying, … 

 

(Please use a version of the Lord’s Prayer familiar to you.) 
 

Presenting Our Offering 
 

 Offertory A Song of Thanksgiving Natalie Sleeth 
(Congregation rises in body or spirit to join on last verse.) 

 

All praise and thanksgiving to Thee, Lord, we bring; 
In glad adoration our anthems we sing. 

For gifts of the Spirit we know day by day, 
For blessings abundant we thank Thee alway! 

 

 Prayer of Dedication   
 

WE GO OUT IN PEACE 
 

 *Hymn  425 For the Fruit of All Creation (1-2) Ar hyd y no (Welsh Melody) 
 

 *Benediction 
 

 *Musical Benediction       425 For the Fruit of All Creation (v. 3) Ar hyd y no (Welsh Melody)  
 

Soli Deo Gloria—To God Alone the Glory. 
 

******* 
 

WELCOME TO THE UNITED CHURCH OF SANTA FE! 
We are glad you have joined us for worship this morning. We hope you’ll also join in the fellowship time after the service. If 
you’re visiting today, we’re glad you’re here! If you’re visiting United, we invite you to fill out the yellow “visitors card.” That 
helps us be a more welcoming congregation – and we promise not to inundate you with emails ☺. Again, welcome! 
 

In addition to the “Hymn Reflectors,” sharing leadership in this morning’s service are the Rev. Talitha Arnold, Senior Minister; 
Michelle Schumann, Music Director and Pianist; Sanctuary Choir; André García-Nuthmann, Director; Alexander Hardin, 
Trumpet; Louise Cavatta, Liturgist; and Elijah Marquez, Media Coordinator. You were welcomed by Tom Stewart, Louise 
Cavatta, Don Duncan, Pam Hyde and Sunday Aide Irene Guilbeault. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



THANK YOU FOR “BE-ING THE ENERGY!”  
 

CAMPAIGN FOR UNITED 2026 
Great gratitude for all who’ve organized United’s stewardship work this fall and to all, near and far, who’ve pledged 
so generously. So far we’ve received almost 100 pledges (including 14 new pledges) for $388,846. We’ll make the 
$625,000 goal (and maybe even the Challenge Goal of $635,000) with your help! Please mail your pledge USPS or 
send it via email. Also please consider the electronic debit/credit program. Email unitedchurchsf@gmail.com or 
call 505-988-3295 for info and forms. Thank you and thanks be to God. 

 
ADVENT BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY! 

Wear Purple!  
 

Worship in Advent 
Purple candles against the darkness. Music in a minor key. “Come, O Come, Emmanuel” before “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful.” All part of our preparation in these four weeks leading to Christmas. In the church, Advent looks and 
sounds very different from the world around us. Instead of a red-suited man “making a list and checking it twice,” 
our faith invites to see the real signs of this season—a crazy prophet in the wilderness, a poor woman who sings of 
freedom and abundance, a throw-away child born in a backwater town. Our faith also calls to trust such visions and 
to see God at work in our lives and in this world. Advent worship is a good place to start.   
 

When the Holidays are Different 
Next Sunday’s Forum—November 30 

For all their joy and celebration, the holiday season can be difficult when we’ve experienced major change—divorce, 
moving, death, job changes, etc. In next Sunday’s Forum (11:15), United offers a pastoral conversation, “When the 
Holidays are Different,” to provide resources and ideas for dealing with change and loss, especially at holiday times. All 
welcome. To help us plan, please RSVP via the Community Room signup (988-3295).  
 

********** 
Kids and Families Get Ready for Advent!  

“Advent” comes from the Latin for “coming” or “arrival.” It’s a special time for families to anticipate and prepare to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. This Advent In Kids United and Confirmation, we’ll explore “waiting’ and ‘preparing’. Next 
Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. Kids United will create Advent wreaths for our homes. Each family also receives an 
Advent booklet of short devotionals and readings to use as you light the Advent candles each week.  

 
Other Special Advent Events for Families and Everyone 

 

Friday, Dec. 5, 5:30 - 8 p.m. Parent’s Night Out ‘Christmas Shopping Edition’ (or maybe just some time for yourself). 
Drop the kiddos off at United for an evening of games, crafts, and food. Please contact Dana Bender 
(unitedchurch.dana@gmail.com ) by Monday, Dec. 1 to reserve a spot. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 14 (after 10:00 service) All-Church Advent Family Workshop – Christmas craft, assembling hygiene 
packs for shelter guests, and holiday sweets. All welcome!  
 

Sunday, December 21 – “A Francis and Clare Christmas.” Intergenerational 10:00 Worship with a Reader’s Theater 
about the very first Nativity Scene.  

************ 
 

COMING UP IN COMING WEEKS 
 

Wednesday Women’s Study -- The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman 
Wed., Dec. 3 – 10:00 am  

 
Let the Lights Shine! – Help string Christmas Lights, Sat. Dec. 6 

If you love the joy of doing Christmas decorations, please join Bob Ansheles (Property/Maintenance chair) on Saturday, 
December 6, between 10:00 and 1:00 to wrap some of United’s trees with strands of lights. There are a variety of tasks, 
none strenuous (and no climbing, heavy lifting, or power tools!). Sign up in Community Room. Questions? Contact Bob 
(reansheles@gmail.com). Thank you!  

 
Pretty Good Guys – What are Biblical Values? –Wed., Dec. 10 – 10:30 am 

Prof. John Collins, Old Testament Studies, Yale Divinity School 
 

Making a difference: tax smart philanthropy while you are working or in retirement 

Sunday Forum (Dec. 14) – Don Duncan, CFA, MBA 

The presentation’s focus helping manage your philanthropy, especially to the church, in the most tax efficient manner 

possible. It will cover different gifting strategies and gifting vehicles that help the church and help you reduce your taxes. 
 

mailto:unitedchurchsf@gmail.com
mailto:unitedchurch.dana@gmail.com
mailto:reansheles@gmail.com


 
 
 
 

Compassionate Christmas Gifts—Starts Next Sunday, Nov. 30 
In the true spirit of Christmas, we invite you to give United’s Compassionate Christmas Gifts that give hope, care, 
and joy to people and places in need. The market will be Sundays Nov. 30; Dec. 7, 14, 21. Gifts include:  

New Mexico Immigrant Law Center:  $30 
 Legal Services and Advocacy for Children, Youth, and Families. 
Church World Service:  $10 
 Blankets for Refugees around the world (Ukraine, Sudan, Israel/Palestine). 
A Child’s “Comfort” Backpack:  $25 
 PJ’s, Teddy Bear, and other items a child at Solace Crisis Center needs. 
Changing Lenses, Changing Lives: $50 

 Provides 21 nutritious lunches for primary school students in Kenya. 

United Youth Immersion Trip Scholarship:  $40 

 Toward a youth scholarship for Youth Immersion Trips or Retreats.  

Santa Fe Shelters for the Homeless: $60 

 One night at St. Elizabeth, Casa Familia, or Youth Shelters. 

Communities in Schools Gift Card for Families in Need: $50 

 CIS started as United Church/Salazar School Partnership. It’s grown and so have the needs of SF students.  
My Water, My Watershed Santa Fe Student Field trip: $25 

 Sponsor a public-school student for an experiential, science-based program to study and explore their 
 watershed, learning about complex relationships between living things and their environment. 
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