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NEW PROGRAMS FOR ALL AGES 
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 “Ge! ing into the Bible (and le! ing the Bible get into you.)” “Friendly Visitors.” 
An expanded Ministry with High School Youth. Adoptive Families. A new “Ini-
tiation to Adulthood.” A new evening Women’s Study Group. Restarting “Pre! y 
Good Guys.” Expanding our ministries in immigration and environmental issues. 
Starting up all the choirs. And yes, welcoming new staff !
 We’ve got some great plans underway at the United Church! Check out this 
newsle! er and put United Church on your calendar!

Some highlights: 

• “Ge� ing into the Bible (and le� ing the Bible get into you)” It’s a year’s explo-
ration of the Bible—using a great high school textbook. It’s not fundamental-
ist, but affi  rms that “an educated person knows the Bible.” 

• Friendly Visitors: We’re re-starting this Pastoral Care program to provide 
once a month “friendly visits” with persons who could use, well—a “Friendly 
Visit.” 

• Living into our “Whole Earth Covenant” We affi  rmed it a year ago. How can 
we go deeper into that covenant, as a congregation and in our individual 
lives? Interested? Please let Talitha or Brandon know. 

• Adoptive Families: Interested in meeting with other adoptive parents? Want 
to share the joys and challenges of this kind of parenting? If yes, let Talitha 
know. 

• Expanding Youth Ministries: A cookout, Aug. 29th, starts the year with the 
High School Group to “unearth our passions and seek to make a diff erence in 
the world.”  Journey to Adulthood (Confi rmation) has a Cookout, Sat., Aug. 
28th.

• Evening or Midweek Women’s Study Group: “Only a Sister Away.” “Do 
What You have the Power to Do.” Those are just some possibilities.  Megan 
Perkins (982-9311) or Talitha are the contacts. The Wednesday Women’s Study 
also starts in September. 

• Immigration: A premier of The 800 Mile Wall, a possible study group, and other 
opportunities with United’s Mission Trippers to the U.S. –Mexico Border.  

• Pre� y Good Guys: A group of guys who laugh, share, and talk about faith 
once a month and enjoy a delicious lunch served by one of our guys!  Inter-
ested? Contact Brandon.

• Choirs start up!! Contact Jacquelyn Helin, Karen Marolli, or Donna Clark (or 
check out the music page) for Choirs of all ages.

• Children’s Ministry: We bless children and teachers returning to school on 
Sunday, Aug. 22, celebrate Creation Care Harvest on Aug. 29, march in the Pet 
Parade on Saturday, Sept. 11, and start Children’s Ministry (with new director 
Andrea Hamilton!) on Sun. Sept. 19! 

As they say, it’s all in here—in this issue of United Voice. Plan now to grow in 
your faith this fall—and let the United Church help in that growth! 
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Covenant of 
The United Church of Santa Fe

In the Lord’s name we gather together 
here in Santa Fe
 to worship and grow in the Christian
  tradition,
 to minister in love to all persons,
 to strive for justice and peace,
 to respond to God’s word.

We celebrate the heritage of Santa Fe
and give ourselves to its challenges and 
opportunities.

We endeavor to live in harmony with all 
creation as stewards of the earth.

We share in the life and mission of the 
United Church of Christ and of Christians 
everywhere.

To these purposes we unite and covenant 
with God and one another, watchful for 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Dear Friends, 

 “Transitional peaches.”
 That’s what the sign over the fruit stand in the 
grocery store said. “Transitional peaches.”
 It was one of those moments when I knew I’ve been in Santa Fe 
too long. A" er two months of saying goodbye to six staff  members 
and going through 3 major searches, the last thing I wanted was 
“transitional peaches”—or any other fruit in transition.
 I looked to see if there were other peaches for sale, like “Stable 
and Secure Peaches,” “Here Today, Here Tomorrow Peaches,” “You 
Can Count on Us Peaches.” But alas, all I could fi nd were Transi-
tional Peaches. (I half-expected a sign advertising “Mid-Life Peach-
es,” half-price of course.)
 I fi nally asked the clerk to explain “Transitional Peaches.” He 
said they were peaches grown without pesticides but the farmer 
hadn’t been certifi ed yet as an organic grower.
 What a relief! So they weren’t really “transitional peaches.” They 
were “almost-but-not-yet” organic peaches.
 “Almost-but-not-yet” is an important theological concept that 
describes the essential human condition. We’re made in God’s im-
age, Genesis affi  rms, but we’re also a bit below the angels, as Psalm 
8 reminds us. “The kingdom of heaven is within you,” Jesus says, 
but he also says to pray “thy kingdom come.”
 “Almost-but-not-yet.” It’s diff erent from being in transition, 
simply for the sake of transition. It’s also diff erent from being in the 
midst of change over which we have no control or whose purpose 
we don’t know. 
 Basic to the Christian faith is the understanding that all life, in-
cluding our own, is a work in progress. That’s why the Le! er to the 
Hebrews calls us to have “faith in things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen.”
 Or, as the Co! onpatch Version puts it, to “turn dreams into 
deeds, to bet your life on unseen realities.” 
 Basic, too, is the belief that the mystery of God is at work in us 
as we become the people God calls us to be. And it is that mystery 
that can see and understand the bigger picture of our lives—those 
“unseen realities” and possibilities of our lives. 
 As works in progress, we need, as Teilhard de Chardin wrote, 
to “have patient trust in ourselves and the slow work of God.” We 
need, de Chardin continues, to “give God the benefi t of believing 
that God’s hand is leading you.”
 Sometimes in the midst of change, it’s hard to have that kind of 
patient trust. It’s even harder to keep believing that God is with us, 
God’s hand is leading us.
 But that’s the assurance of our faith. We’re not simply “transi-
tional,” set adri"  in the winds of change. We are works in progress, 
an “almost-but-not-yet” people guided by a Mystery—and a Love—
that can see things we can’t and whose dream for our lives exceeds 
our highest hopes and deepest yearnings. As my friend Reuben 
would say, trust in that God.
 I decided to buy the peaches.  
   Blessings, 
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The Prophet Isaiah continues as our guide in 
worship. He challenges us to deepen our faith 
to have the courage we need. He off ers songs 
of celebration and praise—and the reminder 
to take Sabbath time to sing those songs 
and come into God’s presence together. Join 
in worship and be renewed by this ancient 
Prophet’s call to new life and deeper faith. 

Aug. 1 - What Lasts?  (Isaiah 40:1-8)
“The grass withers, the fl ower fades.” What 
lasts? “The word of the Lord,” affi  rms Isaiah. 
How do we experience that word? In God’s 
comfort, in the end to warfare, in the praise of 
God, the Prophet says. A great answer for the 
day we welcome the Polish Cathedral Choir 
with music that has fed souls and strength-
ened hearts for generations. 

Aug. 8 - What Ma! ers?  (Isaiah 40:12-26)
The 40th chapter continues with a compari-
son of the power of God and the power of 
nations. Isaiah’s point is not to denigrate the 
human being, but to put our lives in perspec-
tive and remind us where to put our trust.  

Aug. 15 - What More? (Isaiah 40:27-31)
Power to the faint and strength to the weary. 
That’s God’s promise to each of us. It means 
we experience God not only in the moun-
taintop experiences of life but also when we 

WORSHIP IN AUGUST:
CALLED TO HOPE: ISAIAH’S VISIONS, GOD’S INTENT

REMINDER: Regular Schedule
Begins Sept. 12

  8:30 Communion Service and Children’s 

  Ministry through 2nd Grade

  9:45 Adult Forums, Children’s Choir, and 

  Con! rmation/Initiation

11:00 Worship Service and Children’s Ministry 

 

SUMMERTIME at the United Church 
Through Sept. 5 (Labor Day Sunday)

  8:30 Outdoor Communion Service for All

  9:15  Fellowship in the Community Room

10:00 Summer Worship for Adults and Youth

      and “Creation Care” for Children

11:15  Fellowship Time and Adult Forum

trudge through the valleys of the shadows. 
What more can we want?  

Aug. 22 - What Else? (Isaiah 58:9b-14)
Indian Market, the fi rst day of school, bless-
ings of students and teachers - what more can 
we fi t into this Sunday?  Not much!  In these 
new beginnings, Isaiah’s words come to us: “If 
you off er your food to the hungry and satisfy 
the needs of the affl  icted, then your light shall 
rise in the darkness...” Yet, Isaiah ends with: 
“If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, 
from pursuing your own interests on my holy 
day...then you shall take delight in the Lord.”  
In other words - it starts here!  Whether a 
teacher, student, activist, retired person, busi-
ness owner, or something else, your work 
begins and ends on the Sabbath.  Whomever 
you feed, comfort, or support - your hunger is 
satisfi ed in this place.  Join us as we are called 
into worship and called out to do justice and 
love kindness.

Aug. 29 - What Bounty!! (Isaiah 55:10-13)
The children lead us in worship as they share 
their harvest and what they’ve learned from 
“caring for creation.” In the words of the 
Prophet, they will lead us “out in joy and 
peace,” to hear the mountains and hills break 
into singing and all the trees clapping their 
hands.

FESTIVAL OF BAPTISM–SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Water is a powerful sign of new life in the Christian faith. It connects us to God, Creator of all life, 
and to all creation, dependent on the gi'  of water. It’s also a sign of new beginnings and an acknowl-
edgement of God’s claim on our lives. The Third Sunday of September, we’ll celebrate a “Festival of 
Baptism” in both morning services, in which we will re-affi  rm our baptismal vows and also celebrate 
new baptisms. If you or your children have not been baptized, and you would like fi nd out more about 
baptism, please speak with Talitha or Brandon. Also, please let us know if you’re interested in being 
baptized on September 17. 
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? Prayers of Healing and Hope for:
Tony Sawtell and Karen Daily, both recovering from surgery; 
Larry Hays’ mother, experiencing medical diffi  culties;
Dave Wilkison, following eye surgery;
Sharon Mecklem, a" er a recent hospitalization;
Persons living with chronic illnesses and those who care for them; 
Persons (or their family members) living with cancer (Joyce Graham; Tara Whitehill; Jan McGough’s 
father-in-law; Jacque Diener’s daughter-in-law; Bob Weil’s brother-in-law; Pat and Bill Ri! er’s 
daughter; and others);
For all who do not have health care coverage;
For families and youth dealing with alcohol and drug issues; 
Members and friends going through divorce or separation. 

? Prayers for Our World...especially all creation along the Gulf Coast aff ected by the sinking of the 
oil rig and the resulting oil disaster and for ourselves that we might learn to conserve and switch to 
more sustainable sources of energy; young men and women preparing to deploy to Afghanistan and 
those already there and in Iraq, for their families and loved ones at home; for the peoples of Afghani-
stan, Iraq, Pakistan, Gaza, and other places wracked by war and violence. And prayers that the leaders 
of all nations and we ourselves might learn the ways of peace. 

K k

CARE AND CONCERN
PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH AND OUR WORLD  

ST. ELIZABETH’S SHELTER DINNER
Tuesday, Aug. 17 at 5:30 p.m. is United’s turn to provide dinner for residents of St. Elizabeth’s Shel-
ter.  Our home-cooked meals are always appreciated.  Sign up on the sheet in the Community Room.  
Please bring food to the front offi  ce of the Shelter by 5:30 on Tues., Aug. 17. Questions?  Call Carol 
Keeff e at 986-1732.
 

SHAKE A HAND THIS SUMMER!
Sunday Greeters are needed for both services (8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.). You’ll meet some great people. 
Sign-up in the Community Room or call Sharon Ireland (466-1907) for 8:30 a.m. and Sharon Mecklem 
(474-4999) for 10:00 a.m. Thanks!

SUMMER FOOD DRIVE
 During the month of August, we are collecting non-perishable foods for the Food Depot, Youth 
Shelters & Family Services, and St. Elizabeth’s Shelter. Any size or kind of non-perishable foods are 
welcome. Please place your donations in the marked boxes in the Community Room.
 The Youth Shelters program needs individual-size portions of ready-to-eat foods such as canned 
ravioli, granola bars, juice boxes, and raisins. They also need diapers.
 Food Depot needs larger-size containers of canned vegetables and fruit, pasta, and rice for groups 
such as the Kitchen Angels that prepare many meals every day. They can also use family-size packages 
of food, especially request high-protein foods such as dried beans, canned meats or meat-containing 
foods such as chile con carne, soups and stews. Baby foods such as powdered formula, dry cereal, and 
jars of prepared baby food are also needed, as are diapers.
 St. Elizabeth’s Shelter would especially appreciate coff ee, creamer, soups and canned vegetables, 
nuts, and condiments. 
 The donated foods will be delivered to the various agencies several times during the month.

OUTREACH AND INVOLVEMENT
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ADULT EDUCATION IN AUGUST

SUNDAY MORNING FORUMS

MEET NEW PEOPLE!
We welcome a variety of new guests to the Sunday Forums at 11:15. 
• Aug. 1: Cathedral Choir of Warsaw, Poland.  
 The men and boys of “Minores Cantores,” the Cathedral Choir of Warsaw, Poland share their experi-

ences. It’s a great opportunity for both youth and adults.  
• Aug. 8: New Director of Children’s Ministry
 Andrea Hamilton, our new Director of Children’s Ministry, shares her background in education and 

her experience in the Christian faith. We especially encourage parents to participate in this forum. 
 • Aug. 15: New Director of Choral Ministries. 
 Karen Marrolli comes to United with a broad background in choral music, from Westminster Choir 

College to developing programs incorporating care for creation. Even if you don’t sing, come to this 
forum!

• Aug. 22: Water and the Baptismal Life
  Join Larry and Nyla Rasmussen and others as they share their exploration of water—as sacred sym-

bol and natural resource—from the Ghost Ranch seminar this summer. 
• Aug. 29: Sharing the Harvest!
 The children lead us in worship this Creation Care Sunday and then share the harvest bounty, as 

well as giving tours of the garden. Come for the freshest produce in town! 

VOICES FOR PEACE:
Journey to Palestine and Israel 

Date TBD
The United Church hosts Helenty Homans and her granddaughter Teresa Davis for a presentation 
about their journey to Israel and Palestine as part of an Interfaith Delegation, co-sponsored by Interfaith 
Peace-Builders and the National Peace Foundation. 

Their aim was to meet with nonviolent resistance groups from both Israel and Palestine who want a 
peaceful solution to the confl ict over the West Bank and Gaza. 

Helenty Homans was born in Prague, but her family le#  when her father realized the gathering power 
of the Nazis. She is a long time resident of Northern New Mexico, a good friend of United, and has 
worked with Habitat for Humanity and other aff ordable housing programs. The August 24 presenta-
tion is free and open to the public. 

HOSPITALITY HINTS
“I asked my grandmother if she knew him.  No, he was a malihini.  When I asked her why she fed him, she 
got angry, ordered me to sit on the fl oor in front of her, and said, ‘I want you to remember these words for 
as long as you live, and never forget them:  I was not feeding the man; I was entertaining the spirit of God 
within him.’”
          Nana Veary, Hawaiian Kupuna

Let’s look for the image/spirit of God in everyone we encounter.

From Your Membership Development Team
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS

CREATION CARE HELP NEEDED!
To provide a quality program, we also need 
adult volunteers to assist in the program. 
Please take time to sign up in the Community 
Room for a Sunday or two. You’ll have a great 
time, meet great kids, and enjoy the great 
outdoors!

CHILDREN’S 
ADVENTURE TRIPS 

All elementary age children of the church are 
invited to participate in the upcoming “Chil-
dren’s Adventure Trips” in August. 

To Ghost Ranch Dinosaur Museum
and Albuquerque Aquarium

On Fri., Aug. 6, we’ll go the Ghost Ranch 
Museum north of Abiqui (leave at 7:30 a.m., 
back by 1:30 p.m.).

On Tues., Aug. 17, we’re taking the Roadrun-
ner to the Albuquerque Aquarium (times to 
be determined). 

If your child(ren) would like to participate, 
please sign up in the Community Room and 
also pick up a medical release form for each 
child. Deadline for the Dinosaur Museum is 
Sunday, July 25. For the Aquarium, it’s Fri-
day., Aug. 8. 

Kids should bring a sack lunch, refi llable 
water bo# le, hat, and sunscreen. Questions? 
Please speak with Laura Tucker, Nyla Ras-
mussen or Talitha Arnold. 

We are also in need of drivers (with seat 
belts for each passenger). Please let Laura or 
Talitha know if you can help. 

IN THE WINGS FOR KIDS
Pet Parade – Saturday, September 11

It’s the best part of Fiesta! All kids and pets 
(including stuff ed animals) are invited to join 
in the fun. More info later, but plan to be a 
part of it. (Where else can you see your Senior 
Minister in a moose hat?) (What kind of ani-
mal should our Associate Minister be?)

FAMILY OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
Singing, stories, and communion – all in 
God’s great outdoors—every Sun. at 8:30. It’s 
worship designed for all ages—and you’re 
invited! (Childcare for the li# lest ones is in the 
Nurture Center).

KIDS “BUILD A BETTER 
WORLD” 

In Creation Care—Every Sunday at 10:00
“Building a Be# er World!” That’s what our 
kids are doing every Sunday in Creation Care. 
Your kids are invited to share in the fun and 
help create a beautiful garden, learn about 
God’s creation, and “build a be# er world!” 
Please make sure your kids have refi llable wa-
ter bo# les, hats and sunscreen every Sunday. 
Bring friends! Thanks!

Laura Tucker, her husband Ma# , and Nyla 
Rasmussen are the main leaders, ably assisted 
by adult volunteers from the congregation 
every Sunday (hint, hint). 

Aug. 1: Worms!!! 

Aug. 8: Water, Water Everywhere? 
Blanca Surgeon shares her experience of the 
importance of water as a child growing up in 
Honduras and her current work with small 
communities throughout New Mexico. (Pre-
pare to get wet!)

Aug. 15 Raptors and other Big Birds!

Aug. 22:  “All the World’s a Stage—and a 
Garden” 

The kids help create a play and worship ser-
vice that summarizes their work during the 
summer.
 
Aug. 29: “Harvest Day”
The children lead the 10:00 worship service 
and also receive recognition for their good 
work in the garden. They’ll present the fruits 
and vegetables as part of the off erings and 
also prepare small dishes using the garden’s 
vegetables, e.g., caprese salad, brusche# as for 
the Adult Forum Feast a% er the service. 
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Summer days and activities are drawing to a 
close, which means that the fi rst day of school 
is just around the corner.  As we wrap-up our 
summer programming we are eagerly look-
ing toward the fall and winter months.  

VOLUNTEER LEADERS 
NEEDED

This year, we are seeking volunteers who 
would like to serve on a Youth Ministry 
Leadership Team.  The team will help shape 
programming and volunteer with our young 
people.  If you are interested in helping with 
either the Journey to Adulthood (Jr. High) 
or High School Group programming please 
contact Brandon (988-3295).

JOURNEY TO ADULTHOOD 
(Upcoming 7th/8th Graders)

Sat., Aug. 28-Journey to Adulthood Kick-Off 
We will meet at United at 4:30 p.m. for a kick-
off  cookout.  Families and youth are invited 
to come for food and fun.  We will talk about 
the programming for the upcoming year 
and get to know one another. Please RSVP to 
Brandon (988-3295).

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
(9th-12th Grade)

Sat., Aug. 21-Rail Runner Trip
Have you taken a trip on the Rail Runner?  
Whether or not – join us at United at 10:30 a.m. 
and we will catch a train to Albuquerque, 
enjoy lunch and return to Santa Fe (Railyard 
Station) at 4:18 p.m.  Please bring $15.

Sun. Aug. 29-High School Group Cookout
During the school year the High School 
Group meets at 6:00 p.m. every Sunday.  Join 
us at Sally Strong’s house (2825 Don Quixote) 
as we kick-off  a year of programming.  There 
will be plenty of food.  Friends are welcome! 
Please RSVP to Brandon (988-3295).

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
by Brandon Johnson

HOSPITALITY HINTS
“Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares.”  Hebrews 13:2

Let’s be aware that each person we 
welcome is a child of God.

Your Membership Development Ministry Team

JOURNEY TO ADULTHOOD 
PARENT MEETING 

Tuesday, August 3, 5:30 p.m.
This fall we will begin the Journey to Adult-
hood Program/Confi rmation (for youth begin-
ning grades 7 or 8 this fall).  United Church 
has made faith development in the lives of 
young people a central part of its ministry. 
This program calls for a certain level of com-
mitment from the church, youth, and families.  
In order to talk about the overall structure of 
the program and the level of commitment, 
Brandon Johnson will meet with the parents 
at this introductory meeting on Tuesday, 
August 3 at 5:30 p.m. Interested? Please call 
988-3295 to RSVP.

COMING THIS YEAR
IN YOUTH MINISTRIES 

This coming year's youth programming is 
full of opportunity for growth and depth. As 
we continue to shape programming - take a 
look at the list below that features some of 
our goals and themes. Questions? Contact 
Brandon (988-3295). 

• Discover (or continue to develop) a sense 
of call, passion, and leadership 

• Involvement in Santa Fe 
• Increased involvement in the United 

Church 
• Biblical awareness 
• Increased awareness of our connection to 

all of creation
• Developing a core group of adult 

volunteers
• Lots fun and food!
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ELEGANT – ROMANTIC – JOYOUS
Music Director Jacquelyn Helin is again guest 
pianist with the Ballet Pro Musica’s weekend 
of Chamber Ballet performances at Albuquer-
que’s Hispanic Cultural Center on Aug. 13, 
14, and 15.  Performances will feature dancers 
from the National Ballet of Mexico as well as 
musicians Jacquelyn Helin and members of 
La Catrina string quartet in three world pre-
mieres set to the music of Haydn, Ginastera, 
and Piazzola.  Performances are Fri. and Sat. 
at 8:00 p.m.; Sun. at 2:00 p.m. Tickets (from 
$30 to $75) and info available at www.ballet-
promusica.org or through Ticketmaster.

MUSIC IN AUGUST
It’s going to be a great month for music at 
United – with some very special off erings!   
Aug. 1, we host Minores Cantores, the 35-voice 
men and boys choir of the Warsaw Cathedral, 
accompanied by guest pianist Ken Knight. 
Ken was United’s choir director for three 
years. It’s great to welcome him back, espe-
cially with this great choir! 

Aug. 8, Linda McDill is guest pianist and Lyd-
ia Clark and her band play on Aug. 15. 

Aug. 22,  B. Dylan Hollis  will be the featured 
youth musician, playing Mozart’s Alla Turca 
as the piano postlude.  Dylan is the grandson 
of John White and Marilyn Sullivan and will 
be visiting from his home in Bermuda.   

Aug. 29,  Violist Meredith Treaster plays 
special music for the 10:00 a.m. service. She 
has been studying at the Aspen Music Festival 
this summer and will play at United before 
returning to Juilliard for her second year. 
Come out and hear her!

And speaking of things to be grateful for, 
our new choir director is at the top of the list!  
I want to welcome Karen Marrolli as our new 
Director of Choral Ministries and say how de-
lighted I am that she will be joining the staff .   
See the article on page 10.

All of our choirs will start up a# er Labor 
Day, and I invite any of you who might be 
thinking about participating in the choirs to 
come out and join us. 

The Sanctuary Choir sings at the 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday service, with Wed. night rehearsals 
(7:00-9:00 p.m.), and a brief Sunday rehearsal 
at 10:00 a.m.  They sing a variety of repertoire 
from Classical to Spirituals. Rehearsals begin 
Wed., Sept. 8, and they sing for the fi rst time 
this fall on Fiesta Sun., Sept. 12.
 
The Early Morning Choir sings once a month 
at the 8:30 service and rehearses every Sun.
morning, 7:45-8:45 a.m.  With about 15 mem-
bers they sing a wide range of repertoire with 
a focus on gospel. Rehearsals begin Sept. 19, 
the Sunday a% er Fiesta Sunday.
 
The Youth Que? Choir is open to kids in 
Middle and High School. With a more 
popular repertoire, they sing in the 11:00 a.m. 
service once a month.  The weekly 45-minute 
rehearsals are held Sundays at 5:00 p.m. (be-
fore the High School Group) starting Sept. 19.  

The Bell Choir plays about once a month and  
rehearses Mondays at 5:30 p.m. They perform 
as an ensemble and also add the bells to the 
other choirs at Christmas and Easter.

The Children’s Choir is open to young chil-
dren from 5 years through grade 6. They sing 
every month during the 11:00 a.m. service and 
rehearse Sundays at 9:45 a.m., starting Sept. 
19. 

For further information on the choirs, please 
call the church offi  ce at 988-3295 or contact:
Jacquelyn Helin (me), Music Director, 
 989-7949, jmhelin@yahoo.com; 
Karen Marrolli, Director of Sanctuary,
 Youth, and Children’s Choirs, 225-571-6352,  
 marrollik@gmail.com; or,
Donna Clark, Director of Bell Choir, 
 955-8410, ddcsf@msn.com. 

May you enjoy these gorgeous summer days!

Peace,  Jacquelyn

K k

MUSIC NOTES
by Jacquelyn Helin, Music Director



Page 9 United Voice

GROUPS, GATHERINGS, AND SPECIAL EVENTS

BOYS’ AND MEN’S CHOIR 
From Warsaw Cathedral 

Sunday, August 1 – 10:00 at United 
 The “Minores Cantores,” the premier Boys’ 
and Men’s Choir from the Warsaw Cathedral 
(Poland) will be our guests in worship on 
Sun., Aug. 1 in the 10:00 service. The 35-voice 
choir will be on their U.S. tour, and we are 
honored to be welcoming them to worship. 
 Founded 20 years ago, the Choir was most 
recently featured at the State Funeral of the 
President and First Lady of Poland. They 
have toured in over 20 countries, and they 
were one of two European choirs to perform 
in a concert at the Vatican’s Sala Nervi, tele-
vised by Rai Uno and broadcast live through-
out Europe. Also the choir was one of nine 
choirs invited in December 2008 to perform 
an all-Berlioz program with the Slovak Phil-
harmonic Orchestra in Strasbourg for the Eu-
ropean Parliament. That concert was broad-
cast live and retransmi! ed to 39 countries.
 We are also arranging home hospitality 
for the group (about 38 people total) for two 
nights (Sat., July 31, and Sun., August 1). 
Hosts would need to provide breakfast and a 
box/sack lunch, as well as supper for Sunday 
night. We’ll have a supper at the church on 
Saturday evening. They would leave early 
Monday morning, Aug. 2. If you can help 
with home hospitality for their stay and/or 
with a church supper on Saturday evening 
(July 31), can you please let Talitha know? 
Thank you!
 Also please spread the word about the 
10:00 service on Sunday, Aug. 1!

KNITWITS
The Daytime Knitwits will meet Aug. 3, at the 
home of Mary Deane Lynn from 1:00 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. The address is 2600 West Zia, H1. 
Please call Mary Deane (820-6410) to RSVP or 
to get directions. All are welcome. If you don’t 
know how to knit or crochet but would like to 
learn, there are members who will help you. 
Come and join in the fun!

WEDNESDAY MORNING 
WOMEN’S STUDY: 

(1st & 3rd Wed. at 10:00 am)
The Wednesday Women’s Book Study group 
will meet on Sept. 8 at 10:00 a.m. to begin 
discussing Into the Beautiful North, by Luis 
Urrea. If interested, please read chapters 
1-14 for this meeting. Call Natalie Wells (471-
3749) or Barbara Cerino (989-1565) for more 
information. All ladies are welcome!

IMMIGRATION FILM
On Sat., Aug. 28 at 7:00 p.m. the Adult Mis-
sion Trip participants host the Santa Fe 
Premier of The 800 Mile Wall, a documentary 
highlighting the construction of the border 
walls along the U.S.-Mexico border and the 
eff ect on migrants trying to cross into the U.S. 
The showing of this documentary is part of 
the eff ort to connect our work in Arizona to 
what we do in Santa Fe, NM.  Friends and 
family are a welcome! Questions?  Contact 
Brandon (988-3295).

PRETTY GOOD GUYS
We are looking to revive the Pre! y Good 
Guys this fall.  Our fi rst gathering will be 
Thurs., Sept. 16 at Noon.  We are looking for 
a host and any other guys who would like to 
serve on a leadership team.  The Pre! y Good 
Guys is a group of men who meet monthly to 
discuss life, share stories of faith, laugh, and 
enjoy good food.  If you are interested please 
contact Brandon (988-3295).

LOS SIMPATICOS
Save the Date: Sept. 19, 3:00-7:00 p.m. for a 
picnic at Hyde State Park. Questions? Call 
Kevin Garre!  and Cheryl McChesney (992-
3326). All are welcome!

From the Earth Ministry Team
Thirsty? Don’t buy bottled water. Get a fau-
cet fi lter and fi ll your own re-use-
able bottle from the faucet. Just 
remember to wash the bottle to 
keep it sanitary. 
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UNITED WELCOMES NEW 
CHORAL DIRECTOR!

We are delighted to announce the addition of 
Karen Marrolli to the United staff  as Direc-
tor of Choral Ministries. She is a graduate of 
Westminster Choir College and also is fi n-
ishing up her Doctorate in Music Arts from 
Louisiana State University. She brings a great 
deal of church choral experience and comes 
highly recommended. 

Karen comes from Charleston, SC later this 
month to begin a full-time job with the Col-
lege of Santa Fe as a Residence Hall Direc-
tor. Her church responsibilities will include 
the Sanctuary, Youth and Children’s Choirs. 
(Please see the Music page for schedules.) 

Karen is the founding artistic director of Lux 
Aeterna, a chamber choir who presented con-
certs in honor of such events as World AIDS 
Day, the Sept. 11 a# acks, and Child Abuse 
Awareness Month. In 2007, Lux Aeterna was 
invited to perform at the Piccolo Spoleto Fes-
tival in Charleston, SC. Karen has served as 
the Director of Choir and Orchestra at James 
Island Charter High School in Charleston, SC, 
the Conductor of the College of Charleston 
University Chorus, and the Assistant Conduc-
tor of the Charleston Symphony Orchestra 
Chorus. She is a composer/arranger of choral 
music, and her works have been published by 
Morningstar Music and Colla Voce Music.

IS YOUR PLEDGE UP-TO-DATE?
As the summer turns toward the fall, please 
take time to update your pledge! Your up-
to-date pledge helps keep the church in the 
black. (Prepayment on your pledge would be 
even more appreciated.) Thanks!

BRANDON IS AWAY
Beginning Sat., Aug. 7, Brandon is a# ending 
the New Clergy Program at the Chautauqua 
Institution in New York.  Brandon will be 
networking with other clergy from a number 
of traditions while a# ending workshops.  He 
will return to the offi  ce on Thur., Aug. 19.

LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE!
www.unitedchurchofsantafe.org

Scroll down the center of the page (purple 
area).  Click on Facebook: don’t worry you do 
not have to join facebook in order to look at 
photos.  Click on photos & enjoy looking at 
the 11 albums of photos of many of activities 
so far this year.  Check it o' en for updates.

LOST YOUR NAMETAG?
NEVER HAD ONE? 

Let us know, and we’ll get one made for you. 
Contact Linda Knapp at knappingrl@earth-
link.net or 466-3193. The Membership Devel-
opment Ministry Team will be asking every-
one to wear their nametags in September as 
the new education year begins.

FRIENDLY VISITORS
 Friendly Visitors is a ministry we are 
revitalizing at the United Church that calls 
for a number of volunteers. Those who volun-
teer to be Friendly Visitors will be the “eyes, 
ears, hands and heart of the church”, helping 
persons to “feel connected” to the church.
 A number of friends or members of United 
seek to feel connected to the church but are 
unable to be physically present for a number 
of reasons.  The Congregational Care Team, 
Talitha, and Brandon seek to fulfi ll this call 
on a regular basis.  However, we are looking 
for a group of people who would like to be 
present by listening, visiting, and calling on 
various people within the congregation.
 A training session on Sat., Sept. 18 from 
10:00 a.m.-Noon will give volunteers the 
tools and provide them with a community of 
support necessary to engage in this ministry.  
If you are interested in volunteering to be a 
Friendly Visitor or would like more informa-
tion, please contact Brandon (988-3295).

NEWS, LETTERS AND INFO

SEPTEMBER
NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE

AUGUST 13
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The United Church of Santa Fe

A United Church of Christ

1804 Arroyo Chamiso - Santa Fe, NM 87505

Phone: 505-988-3295 Fax: 505-988-2353

E-mail: unitedsf@aol.com

www.unitedchurchofsantafe.org

Mailing Date — July 27

Non-Profi t Organization
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Santa Fe NM 87501

Welcome to The United Church of Santa Fe

 The United Church of Santa Fe invites you to join us as we grow in faith and hope.  We are a part of 
the United Church of Christ, a progressive and inclusive Christian tradition whose roots are the congre-
gational and Reform Churches that historically emphasized freedom of thought and belief as well as a 
commitment to the community.
 Our purpose is “to gather as Christians to experience and share the transforming power of God’s 
love in our lives, our life together in the community faith, and in the world.” We are many individual 
members, each with diff erent gi" s to off er and contributions to make.  We are also one body in Christ, 
members of one another.
 As an expression of the practice and conviction of this congregation, we declare ourselves to be an 
“open and affi  rming church,” welcoming people who share a faith journey with Christ and who share 
with us the covenant that binds us together regardless of age, gender, race and ethnic background, 
mental or physical disability, or sexual orientation.  We welcome you!

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT UNITED CHURCH  (THROUGH LABOR DAY SUNDAY)
    8:30 a.m.—Outdoor Communion Service
    10:00 a.m.—Worship Service with Special Music, Creation Awareness

(Holy Communion is celebrated at this service on fi rst Sunday of the month)

    11:15 a.m.—Adult Forum and Fellowship

Nursery care off ered throughout Sunday mornings


